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VERDIN ELECTRONIC CARILLONS 


The ultimate in electronic bell 
music. Magnificent tones of 
great swinging bells. Com- 
pletely automatic 168-hour 
programs of carillons and 
bells for all services. Mod- 
erate cost. 


VERDIN GENUINE BRONZE BELLS 


An achievement in bell crafts- 
manship! Perfect in pitch, 
overtone, depth, and intens- 
ity. Carillons, chimes, peals, 
and single bells available. No 
finer bells are made. 


VERDIN AUTOMATIC BELL RINGING 


GET RID OF THE BELL ROPE! Verdin rings all bells 
automatically for full 168-hour program. New 
freedom for pastors. Present bells can be used. 


Send for folder THE |. T. VERDIN CO. © 555 DANDRIDGE STREET 
The Bell Ringers CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 
of America New York Office: 1671 E. 55th St., Brooklyn 34, N. Y. 


CARILLONS - CHIMES - PEALS - TOWER MUSIC 


4A partial list of ‘Fair Share’ * Capital Fund 

| and Increased Income Campaigns 
DIRECTED BY 

Thomas Richard Finn and Associates 


SINCE JANUARY, 1960 AND NOW IN PROCESS 
Goal Obtained 


ARIZONA 
= Casa Grande_____ St. Anthony’s (New Church) __---------------—------------ $125,000_____.$200,000 
| COLORADO 
% Canon City. St. Michael’s (New Classrooms and Hall) 125,000___In Process 
' Colorado Springs... Holy Trinity (New Combination Church-School)___. 120; 000_.__.. 140,600 
ILLINOIS 
Aurora iowa” Rita of Cascia Church (New Parish Plant) _ 350,000_In Process 
i Ottumwa _ City Parishes of Ottumwa (New Walsh High School) —-. 400,000___. 401 033 
ENTUCKY 
Ft. Thomas.._...._..St. Thomas (Weekly income increased $600 over 
that obtained from a campaign conducted by 
another firm! 8*years ago)’ 5 ee — 3,400 
LOUISIANA 
) Buras __.....__... Our Lady of Good Harbor (Building Program) --. 175,000__._. In Process 
New Orleans_____St. Mary of the Angels (New Combination 
Church and Rectory) __. 350,000___. In Process 
MASSACHUSETTS 
West Newton_____-- St. Bernard’s (Grade School Addition 
and New High School) —-. 500,000. 790,000 
MISSOURI 
Belfon se = Stevoabina New Schoolj7s. 2a 65,000____ In Process 
f NEW MEXICO 
mmGallup.:22 2 St. Francis (New Church and Rectory) ----------- 125,000; 126,803 
OHIO 
! Cincinnati-_____----- Church of the Little Flower 
i Building Program and Debt Liquidation) __. 300,000_.___ In gt eS 
§ Cincinnati_........ St. Jude’s (School Expansion) 200,000 
P  Cincinnati.__-_..----_ Convent of Mary Reparatrix (New Retreat House) s “($1 70, 000 to rica 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Lock Haven ...... Immaculate Conception (New School) —.... 100,000_____ 138,914 
TEXAS 
Del Rios ee Sacrecdeticant (New school) 4s" = 2 Open....___- 59,880 
HEY 1CLONIG) = ee. Our Lady of Victory (Building Program) —..... 225,000_.....In Process 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES 

314 East 51st Street 

Kansas City 12, Missouri 


Telephone: PLaza 3-4155 
Nights and Holidays: DEfmar 3-2113 


NOW IN OUR 39th YEAR 
MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


OF FUND-RAISING COUNSEL 
*Trademark Registered —- Canada / *Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
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THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
x ND Nepal ES 


ean 
feqitered (Conodo), 


for 
the 
Priest 


who 
wants 
the Best... 


aomey CLERIC-COLLAR 


Shirtfronts 
and Rabats 


There is a specific model for every popular 
collar style and size — You get exact fit — 


materials and workmanship are high grade 
— You get a handsome product — 


the collar bands are guaranteed not to wilt 
from perspiration — You will always look 
trim in a Toomey front — 


oe a Soe 
FEATURING THE NE 
CLOSED COLLAR BACK MODELS 
No. 95 CSFOX PLAIN FRONT, ARM STRAPS, 
ADJUSTABLE WAISTBAND 
No. 105 CCSF PLEATED FRONT, ADJUST- 
ABLE WAISTBAND 
REQUIRES NO BACK COLLAR BUTTON! 
PROVIDES NEATER, TRIMMER LOOK. 
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EATURES 


Editorial 519 Communistic Berlin 
525 Getting to Know the People 
530 The Angels of the Preface 
536 Magic in Black Africa 
‘ _ 542 The Rise of the African Hierarchy 
548 The Priest’s Perseverance 
554 The First TV Mission 


SEPARTMENTS 


505 Currente Calamo 

559 ‘Must It Be a Requiem?’ 
563 Supplying the Ceremonies 
567 Books in Review 

570 Correspondence 


Cover How can one find a title for a picture 
such as this?—the infinite not merely ex- 
pressed but invoked and delivered by 
finite actions. A man is made a priest. 

| The Church stands by in silent awe. At 

i this moment, human speech is powerless. 
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Periodical Index. Member of the Catholic Press Association. 4 Address all business 
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TWO GOALS - ONE PLAN 


A lump sum and a permanent 
increase in average weekly income 
can both be achieved simultaneously. 
Consult Hugo A. Gold Company 
for a unique and highly successful 
plan that may well solve your fund- 
raising problems permanently. 


Write or phone collect to either of our offices 


Exclusively Catholic 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 
821 No. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago 51, Illinois 
BElmont 5-7055 


WEST COAST OFFICE: 


rs | 230 First Street East 


EUGLESIASTICAL P. 0. Box 725 
FIHANGIAL PLANNERS 


Sonoma, California 
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| From the Holy See 


O LONGER will the school- 

children be allowed to recite 
their October rosary publicly dur- 
ing the eight o’clock Mass. Before 
or after, but not during. In an 
inquiry to the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites, Archbishop John C. 
Heenan of Liverpool had asked 


_ “whether the prohibition express- 


ed in paragraph 12 of the Instruc- 
tion on Sacred Music and the 
Sacred Liturgy of Sept. 3, 1958, 
is'to be understood in the sense 
that: the public recitation of the 
Rosary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary while Mass is being cele- 
brated is henceforth forbidden, 
even during the month of Octo- 
ber.” 

Rome’s answer: “Marialis coro- 
na dicenda est extra Missam.” 

At the same time, the SCR 
ruled that in the Dialogue Mass 
the congregation may recite with 
the priest the Gloria, Credo, Sanc- 
tus, and Agnus Dei, even though 
they have not recited the Confite- 
or and the responses to the first 
prayers of the Mass. 

The rulings of the SCR were 
signed by its secretary, Msgr. En- 


| rico Dante, under date of Feb. 6, 


1960. 
ices 


During March, the Holy Office 
ruled that since it is not always 
possible to have Mass in the after- 
noon or evening, local bishops 
may now authorize the giving of 
Holy Communion after noon out- 
side of Mass. But in such cases, 
distribution must still be made 
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The famous shop 
for Catholic Books 


THE 


NEWMAN 
BOOKSHOP 


Catholic books, Prayer books 
and Bibles—all languages. We 
‘can supply all books re- 
viewed or advertised in The 
Priest. Catalogs available. 


For Mail Orders: Westminster, Md. 


226 N. Liberty Street — Baltimore 1, Md. 
901 Monroe St., NE—Washington 17, D.C. 


NOWILTEX COLLARS 


NEVER NEED LAUNDERING 
Fresh as Linen — Outwears Linen 


These are the advantages of our water- 
proof collars. When soiled wipe clean 
with cold water and. soap—then dry. Al- 
ways fresh and new looking. Approved 


and recommended by _ the _ Religious 
throughout the world. For greater com- 
fort, economy, convenience, wear “NO- 


WILTEX.” Ask your Catholic 


Goods 
Dealer or write us for literature. 


The Parsons and Parsons Co. 
Est. 1879 


Dept. B, 413-415 Huron Road 
CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 
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in connection with some religious 
service. 

The decree expresses a hope 
that this will not become a nui- 
sance to pastors because of fre- 
quent requests by the faithful, 
hindering them from carrying out 
their daily work. 

The Holy Office leaves up to 
the discretion of the bishop the 
nature of the service at which 
Holy Communion is to be distrib- 
uted. It might be Benediction, 
Stations, or even just communal 
recitation of the rosary. 

* * * 


In an exceptional ruling, the 
Holy Office has reversed a 1945 
decree of its own restating “the 
constant practice of not recogniz- 
ing the orders conferred by an 
apostate, and particularly if they 


STERLING _~s<- 


are conferred on another apos- 
tate . . .” The Holy Office now 
recognizes the orders of the for- 
mer head of a Brazilian sect who 
was received into the Church last 
Dec. 8. 

Father Salomao Ferraz, now 80, 
was ordained a priest in the mid- 
1940s by an apostate bishop, Car- 
los Duarte Costa. This former tit- 
ular Bishop of Maura was excom- | 
municated by the Holy See in 
1945 and now heads a sect of his - 
own. 

L’Osservatore Romano says that 
Father Ferraz’s case is different 
because he “came into the Church 
not following an apostasy, but 
from the Protestant faith in which 
he was born and which he later 
abandoned, progressing towards 
truth and drawing constantly 
nearer to Catholicity until he fi- 
nally embraced it completely.” 

The priest was married while 


CHALICES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. * 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE’S -xstnescoe 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 
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One of a series designed to acquaint you with some of the principles 


i 


which guide us. 


<6 


ON ASKING CATHOLICS FOR MONEY 


Look upon your priests as your best friends,. your trustiest 


advisors, your surest guides ... And if perchance they have to 
speak to you oftener than is pleasant about church finances and the 
demands of charity, understand that it must be at least as dis- 
agreeable to them... that it is not for themselves, but for the 
needs of the parish church or school, which are intended for your 


benefit .. . that they have to plead . . . make your generosity equal 


to the need. One generation buys or builds, another generation 
improves and adorns, and each generation uses and transmits for 


the use of others yet to come. 


PASTORAL OF THE BisHops 


Tuirp Councit or BaLtimore, 1884 


Bt LAWSOn ASSOCIATES 


Home Office: 
53 North Park Avenue, Rockville Centre, New York, Rockville Centre 6-8000 


Branches: 


* 3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Avenue 101 Jones Building 

St. Louis, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois Seattle, Washington 
Jefferson 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-3691 

430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 624-736 Granville Street 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, California Vancouver, B. C. 


Elgin 3-3226 Hickory 6-5759 Mutual 4-2618 
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SACRA-KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons... 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 

@ Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won’t show its age! 

© Compact: 114%4x10%"’x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 

@ Complete with removable crucifix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 
. . . EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

@ Satisfaction guaranteed! 

Idea! gift for priests anytimel 
only $29.75 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 
or order from your local 


church goods dealer 
MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 


4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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he was still a Protestant, but he 
separated from his wife by mu-_ 
tual agreement in 1945 ‘“‘pre- 
cisely,” according to O.R., “be- 
cause he was about to enter holy — 
orders.” 

* * * 

Persistent and well founded 
rumors, reported by NC-News 
from Rome, speak of a new and 
shortened breviary to be publish- 
ed in the near future. It will be 
entirely contained in two volumes 
and is to have a great many more 
three-lesson offices. 

“While the report of the short- 
er breviary comes from unofficial 
sources,” says NC-News, “it mer- 
its attention because of the relia- 
bility of these sources, the credi- 
bility of the details and the per- 
sistence of the report. 

“There is no question that a 
reform of the breviary is actually 
in preparation. This has been con- 
firmed by ranking figures of the 
Church. The only question is the 
nature of the reform and when 
it will be decreed.” 


Off the Cuff 


@ve warm congratulations to 

Msgr. Joseph R. Crowley, edi- 
tor-in-chief, and Msgr. James P. 
Conroy,, Youth Editor of Our 
SUNDAY VIsIToR: the former now 
a domestic prelate, the latter a 
papal chamberlain. ‘ 

% * * 

Missing from the masthead is 
Msgr. Michael Andrew Chapman, 
a longtime editor of The Acolyte. 
Msgr. Chapman came into the 
Church from heresy and _ soon 
established himself as a liturgist 
with a flair for writing. The late 
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LS: STIR ste B TinyPic 


What better combination could you 
ask for in this life? You put your 
money to work for God and souls 
and at the same time receive a good 
interest rate on the amount you 
invest. A Maryknoll Annuity is 


SAFE — SOUND — SURE! 


A Maryknoll Annuity is: 
1— a contract made with Mary- 
knoll to pay a fixed annual 


Dear Fathers, 


Please send me your free booklet’ How to Keep 


While Giving. 
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A Maryknoll Annuity 
helps you while 
helping the missions 


eee eer ere eee ne 
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lifelong income in exchange 
for a money gift. 

2 — guaranteed by the integrity of 
Maryknoll. 

3 — protected by the state of New 

ork because Maryknoll An- 

nuities are regulated by New 
York law. 

Why not look into this double- 

benefit plan? Send ‘today for 

free annuity booklet. 


Maryknoll Fathers, Maryknoll, New York 


P-H 


509 


JoseUL] JULISISSY ‘UvyeIUeT *f SPWIOTL Joseueyy “UNreyl “_ *L stouesy 


> 
ve) 
i=) 
~ 
~ 
onyorm fo doysig yooy ajinTy fo doysig apiayson fo doysig » 
"W'C MOseD “yf WABI] *Aay SOP °O'C “12999217 "I HOQTY °AdY ISOJA] ‘aC “UeLIpy "J WENA *A2y SOW § 
o8aiq uvg fo doysig kn xno1g fo doysig svsuvy ut &119 svsuvy fo doysiquap 
"ad ‘Appng “7 sapzeyD *Aey ysoy] "O'C “2TTENIA “A Ydasog *Aay SOA] "O'C “A2]ayUNY “f PIeEMpA *AdyY ISO 
punyo X fo doysig uojsaajvyH fo doysig suvajiQ Man fo doysiqu1py 
a’ ‘Ayaysnog *g ydesog *Aay Soy] °C'C ‘PION *f BIPPUIAA *AdY ISOJA] "a'C ‘puny “J Ydasor *AayY JsOJAl 
yinjng fo doysig pynug fo doysiqyua1p 


"ad “HUPYPS *¢ SKOUBI °AdY ISO S3ALSNUL JO auvog © "a'r “UesI0g °J, Ples2+s *A2Y SOP 


1SAOL 
qua pisadd *000’000'008$ UDY} a10W aD sa1uDdwio> 


re o/ ce ee ae a2upAnsules Buryodiaipind 4no jo sjassp pauiquio>, 


‘g[qissod yyMors satssoidurt sty] apeul 0961 ZP6lL O€6L OZ6L 6681 
sey qioddns pue o8euomed inox ‘yoiny) ey) 


JO sjusUIdas snNOTIeA JY] [[e 0} Nox yueyy,, Aes 
0} JUeM 9M ‘pUNy VoURINSUTI-J[9s palelpyye-youny’) 
SI} JO SeojsnI], pue SIO}OIIIG] SB VAIS OYM AYOIe 


“IIT 2q} jo SIoquiour UdAVIa 24) jo Je yeq uo 000'00S$ 


429 ff PAOIIY JAOYJOUY 000’000'1$ SLASSV 


-000'000' AO 
sey jeninyy ayoyyeg "5 HLMOUD 


Hoday jenuuy ISTZ SJenyn ooyyes . 


000’SZ1$ 


000’0S7$ 


JIS 
goang) aq1 fo spaan V7 mae yysvadin | VHVWO sSil XO@ 
Jvsodtuay 2q1 01 pajvripagd yvoIw4gIWY JO ALIIDOS 431138 TWNLINW JITOHLVD 
O662O FOO CS ee ie ae Oe a "°°" SsUulUdDY pauivjay puv Saijyiqviry [DIOL 
SSPLPE'LOS'L eoeeceose eos eee eee ese eee ree eee eee eee sees eereenee SONINUVA GaANIV.LAY 
PREC Sotto es ee ee SWNDNAad GNVY SNOLLNGIMLINOD G4ANYVaNn 
86°800‘TT M5. wel UES, @ lee. cohe ce. a Ne (e) By 8 1-6 lee Mel al pe “alent wtint/ ai eatery etal Lascantte Ne Pella ia wei ilasee! SALLITIAVIT WaAHLO 
OO000 Obie ere. tae Le OT ea ASNAdXa LNGWISAfadVy GNV SAdSsOT GALVWILSA 
IZ 6001'S $ eS ey AIAVAVd SLNQNOJ0V 
SONINUVSA GANIVLAY GNV SAILMINaVII 
06°6Z0‘°F00‘7$ Coe eee eos eros ese e reser eee sree eee ser sevsee Sjassp 1D10L 
ELT7TTE wore eee oe eee ee tree eee ese e se eee eee eres eeeeeseseeereereeee SLASSV WaAHLO 
INPLUYL we wee eee eee eee er eesres sees seer eresesrneesver 1soD pajwidaidaq Iv 
SHHNLXT GNV FaNLINGNA AMO 
8L°007'6L 0, 4 6h ole ee Cheb ©.0. ee ai m9) ek wise faye; wis elie \o 0 wis) waye im eKedinile mi sca) =| baw wus witvile SHIAVAISOAN 
6E°PLL9EL'T corer eee reser sees eserrereeoeereererenes SJUDWUIJSAAUT [DIOL 
86°668'L core eee ee ee oo soe eee esos a]qva1aoay Spuapiaiq pun jsasajuy pans2op 
09°L88°PL akaieie' die ele ateneite e%e Ure feasts: ee yun aise S4axyOLg wot and — spun juauljsaauy 
I9°ESs‘sL eo cero eee eee eee oes sooeriser ee esas spun Juauijsaauy — yung ul ysva 
6C'08T‘09E eoececevvreree eee eee eee eee eee eee eer eee eee eevee eevee ee ere ese eee SYIOIS 
IS°ZSTSEET$ ec eee eee eee eee eer ee eeese eee ee se se eeene revere ereseveene spuog 
SINGALSHANI 
SE°LSSILT $ Oo O.6. e 6 6. ate isl eb) 'e, aie 18, wee: be eh ete’ ats. car eia ace, woe spun 8u1j012dQ — SUNVA NI HSVO 
SL3SSvVv 


6S6L ‘LE YIGNIOIA LIFJHS JONVIVEG 
AMVIGISEGNS GANMO-ATIOHM GNYV VOIMANY SO ALSIOOS SRI1SY INLNW DIIOHLYS SHL 


LNAA SA LV LS 


511 


June / 1960 


Currente Calamo 


SOSH SAEHSHHOSEHLEOHSSSHESHHSOHHOOHAHHHHTOO®E 


Archbishop Noll encouraged his 
talent. It was just taken for grant- 
ed that he would be associated 
with THE Priest from the start, 
and in the beginning he contrib- 
uted rather often under the head- 
ing “Peregrinus Gasolinus.” But 
as the years went by his vision 
failed and his articles gradually 
trailed off until, some weeks ago, 
we heard of his death. May God 
be good to him. 


* * 


A detective in Pueblo, Colora- 
do, has admitted trying to get a 
confession out of a prisoner by 
posing as a clergyman. In his 
statement, Capt. Harold L. Jones 
said: 

“IT went to the Parkview Hos- 
pital to talk to Mr. Ditterline [the 


plete 


HANS AND 
ADOLPH 


prisoner]. Scanlon called me Rev. 
Jones when I walked in. I spoke 
to Ditterline as though I was a 
minister. He would not talk to 
me. He rolled and tossed, throw- 
ing his sheet around and mum- 
bling to himself. I could not get 
any response from him in any 
way.” 

The local Catholic paper point- 
ed out that plain clothes are an 


accepted Protestant minister’s 
garb in Pueblo. 
* * * 


To promote the reading of 
Catholic publications in Catholic 
homes, the Texas Catholic (2122 
Kidwell St., Dallas 14) has offer- 
ed “to give free advertising to 
Catholic magazines that send in 
small advertisements” to promote 
their circulation. 


The newspaper of the Dallas- 
Fort Worth diocese made the of- 


Your Crib 


can only be from Oberammergau 
carved in our studio 


WE ARE SCULPTORS IN WOOD 


executing all types of figures, cruci- 
fixes, stations of the cross, reliefs, com- 
church furnishings, 
Your inquiry is invited. 


crib-sets. 


In U. S. contact: Mr. Frank A. Trepani, 
LITURGICAL IMPORTS, LTD. 
17 Murray Street, New York 7, N. Y. 


HEINZELLER 


WOODCARVERS 


— OBERAMMERGAU 


BREITENAU / KIRCHECK 
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New Spring Books from NEWMAN 


Harvest, 1960 A Selection of the Best Articles from the Catholic 
Press Published During the Past Year. Edited by Dan Herr and Paul 
Cuneo. A sparkling, superbly readable anthology of Catholic writing. 
Contributors include such well-known authors as Thomas Merton, Chris- 
topher Dawson, and Rev. Andrew M. Greeley, as well as new Catholic 
writing talent well worth watching. $3.50 


Peter Claver: Saint of the Slavess, anger vaitierra, 8.1, 


Translated by J. H. Perry and L. J. Woodward. A new and authoritative 
biography of St. Peter Claver, the first to make use of all the avail- 
able sources. “This book is bound to have the impact of a sledgehammer 


on any reader bold enough to go through with it.” — from the Intro- 
duction by James Brodrick, S.J. A Selection of the Catholic Book ie 
15 


All Lost In Wonder Sermons on Theology and Life by Walter J. 


Burghardt, S.J. Outstanding sermons by a well-known Catholic preacher 
and writer that present, in intelligible and attractive language, the 
richness of Catholic theology and its significance for contemporary 
living. $3.75 


The Spiritual Teaching Of The New Testament oy sues 


Lebreton, S.J. Translated by James E. Whalen. Guided by the same 
method he so successfully applied to the theology of the Trinity, Fath- 
er Lebreton here presents the essentials of ascetical and mystical the- 
ology in its origin, in the New Testament. Shortly. $5.50 


Growth In Holiness by Frederick W. Faber. The eagerly - awaited, 


new and revised edition of a spiritual classic. Here is a clear and prac- 
tical guide to growth in the spiritual life, by a major figure in the great 
rebirth of Catholicism in England that took place a century ago, $4.00 


Saint Vincent De Paul by M. V. Woodgate. A new paperback edition. 


This book “is not only what a historical work should be — accurate; 
it is not only what a biography should be — readable; it is what 
a biography should be — spiritually provocative.” — The Priest 


Paper: $1.25 Cloth: $2.75 


Wherever good books are sold 


THE NEWMAN PRESS 


WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 
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Special Pre-Election Offer: 


NATIONAL IAL REVIEW Magazine 
NATIONAL REVIEW Bulletin 


Only $3.89 from NOW 
Through Election Day! 


NATIONAL REVIEW, which Fr. Richard 
Ginder calls ‘ ‘a magazine for the think- 
ing Catholic,’ will be especially impor- 
tant in the critical months ahead—be- 
cause NATIONAL REVIEW brings you 
reporting in depth behind-the- 
scenes convention coverage . . re- 
vealing profiles of leading candidates 

. trends in key states .. . surveys 
of candidates’ records in terms of the 
real issues—Communism, labor, nation- 
al defense, private education, etc. 

Above all, NATIONAL REVIEW will 
be cutting ‘through the Liberal smog 
and highlighting news of importance 
to conservatives—news that the press 
so often slants or ‘‘overlooks.” 


Get Both Magazine and Bulletin 
at Lowest Price Ever Offered 


NATIONAL REVIEW Magazine is the 
sparkling bi-weekly journal of comment, 
articles, cartoons and reviews—a brim- 
ming <y is pages of the most stimulating 
writers in America today — men like 
William F. Buckley, Jr., Whittaker 
Chambers, Russell irk, George Sokol- 
sky, Shane Leslie, Ralph de Toledano, 
Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn, Raymond 
Moley, Arnold Lunn, Eugene _ Lyons, 
James J. Kilpatrick ...and many more. 

NATIONAL REVIEW Bulletin is ihe 
crisp 8-page report issued on alternate 
weeks when the Magazine is not pub- 
lished. Avaliable by subscription only, 
the Bulletin features penetrating dis- 
patches—some necessarily anonymous— 
from Washington, New York and other 
key cities here and abroad 

You geth both MAGAZINE and BUL- 
LETIN for only $3. 89—saving you more 
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fer in an editorial dealing with 
the prominence of Catholic news 
today and the “need that Catholic 
homes be provided with Catholic 
periodicals in addition to the dio- 
cesan papers.” 

* * * 

St. Vincent Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pa., announce their third annual 
Liturgical Music Workshop to run 
August 15-21. Those who know 
the glorious setting of the Arch- 
abbey in the rolling country of 
Westmoreland County will realize 
what a bargain is being offered: 
private room and board for the 
week, $25.00: tuition. $5.00. 

For further information, write 
to Father Ralph, O.S.B., St. Vin- 
cent’s, Latrobe, Pa. 


A Magazine to Push 


WICE in recent weeks the 

Pittsburgh Press has retold 
stories from National Review 
which they obviously considered 
original reporting on the part of 
that estimable magazine: one con- 
cerned a vindication of Charles 
A. Lindbergh’s mission to Nazi 
Germany (he was sent on a scout- 
ing expedition by a Government 
which repudiated and slandered 
him when they decided that his 
findings did not advance their 
own secret policy); the other was 
the real story of Povl Bang-Jen- 
sen, smeared as a suicide by the 
totalitarian Left. 

Then, not too long ago, the New 
Castle (Pa.) News used a text 
from the same magazine as a 
springboard for the leading edi- 
torial of the day. 

These are only our neighbor- 
hood papers, but they serve as a 
basis for surmising that NR is 
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getting its message across to the 
rest of the country as well. 


This is heartening in the ex- 
treme, for it points to the fact 
that NR is more than a crusading 
journal of opinion. It digs out and 
highlights aspects of the news 
which seem to elude the rest of 
the press. Not only did it present 
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straight reporting on Lindbergh 
and Bang-Jensen, but the recent 
tax trial of Congressman Adam 
Clayton Powell was mainly the 
result of NR’s insistence and, as 
far as we know, they were the 
only ones to publish all the sick- 
ening facts on the mess Joe Rauh 
got into in his frantic efforts to 
stop Sen. Joe McCarthy’s expo- 
sure of traitors in the Govern- 
ment. (At the time, Rauh was 
president of Americans for Demo- 
cratic Action.) 

Those of us who have sub- 
scribed to NR from the* beginning 
knew that they were off to a fly- 
ing start with Vol. I, No. 3, Dec. 
7, 1955, when they presented the 
story of Dr. Parker Dooley, jailed 
for committing homosexual acts 
with young boys in the alleged 
cause of psychiatry. What inter- 
ested NR was not the offense but 
the attitude of the Liberal element 
in the Connecticut countryside 
surrounding Kent. About 50 of 
them turned up in the courtroom 
to support Dr. Dooley: the type 
who head charity drives, belong 
to clubs, run the P-TA, the Asso- 
ciation for the U.N., the League 
of Women Voters. 

The defense, applauded by trib- 
utes and testimonials read into 
the record, contended, simply, that 

Continued on Page 570 
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Communistie Berlin 


‘¢PMENEATH the numerous 

surface currents which 
carry contemporary thought in 
every direction,” remarked Fr. 
de Lubac in The Drama of 
Atheist Humanism, “it seems 
possible to detect a deep under- 
current. The peoples of the 
West are denying their Chris- 
tian past and turning away 
from God.” This, he points out, 
is by no means the old fash- 
ioned type of atheism with 
which scholars are quite famil- 
iar, an academic, sterile sort of 
thing which was largely nega- 
tive and confined to a class 
which liked to think of itself as 
unfettered and free, members 
of the “intelligentsia” who had 
thrown off the shackles of faith 
and superstition and all that. 
This classical atheism “still 
conspicuously in evidence,” did 
not really represent anything 
vital; it is “incapable of replac- 
ing what it destroys.” 


Quite opposite is the con- 
temporary phenomenon which 
is “increasingly positive, or- 
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ganic, and constructive.” It ex- 
ercises a powerful attraction. It 
has a quasi-mystical driving 
force. It is a way of life. One 
can single out as its perfect 
exemplification what is now 
known as dialectical material- 
ism or, in a word, commu- 
nism. 


Fr. de Lubac’s observation 
came to mind as we read with 
increasing dismay and even a 
kind of fascination a little bro- 
chure prepared by the Morus 
Publishing House of Berlin, 
entitled The Roman Catholic 
Church in Berlin and in the 
Soviet Zone of Germany which 
“attempts to answer all those 
questions that are ordinarily 
asked by visitors to Berlin 
whenever they feel attached 
(sic) to the life and sorrows of 
the Roman Catholic Church.” 
It is, of course, impossible to 
describe the impact of atheistic 
influences and pressures on all 
phases of life but certainly the 
booklet succeeds in showing 
“the essential lines of develop- 
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ment.” The picture that em- 
erges is an ugly one, indeed. 
Conceding, as one must, that 
the same things go on in other 
Sovietized areas we wonder- 
ed once again how some Am- 
erican travelers to Russia can 
come home light-hearted about 
the future of religion or unim- 
pressed by evidences of op- 
pression and persecution. 


Briefly, the atheist policy is 
fourfold: first, separate the 
Church from life in all its 
manifestations till it becomes 
unrealistic and simply inconse- 
quential; second, “tolerate” the 
Church, thus weakened from 
without and from within, at 
least for propaganda purposes 
abroad and, third, make Church 
leaders entirely subservient as 
the price of further ‘“tolera- 


tion”; fourth, in the face of 
ever intensified propaganda, 
see to it that the Church 


loses all respect and all pres- 
tige in the eyes of the public. 

The Bishops were almost im- 
mediately aware of what was 
happening and of what was go- 
ing to happen. In 1950 Cardi- 
nal Von Preysing wrote in a 
letter to the “Provisional Gov- 
ernment”: “In the German 
Democratic Republic material- 
ism is granted the rank of an 
exclusive state ideology whose 
theory and practice shall be 
forced upon the entire life of 
the people.” In a common pas- 
toral letter read on February 
19, 1956, the Bishops stated 
baldly: “Atheists have existed 
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in many ages, but conscious 
atheism as a mass phenomenon 
exists for the first time in our 
age. For the first time since 
this world has existed almost 
the entire youth of powerful 
nations is. being educated with- 
out God and against belief in 
God. In large parts of our 
country, too, youth shall be 
won for dialectical material- 
ism.” Precisely what Fr. de 
Lubac had in mind. 


Defamation And Distortion 


As recently as May 4, 1958, 
the Bishops noted sadly that 
the “situation has been aggra- 
vated considerably. Pressure on 
freedom of conscience and on 
freedom of belief has become 
harder. The philosophy of athe- 
ism as the binding and guiding 
principle in the entire public 
life has been put into effect 
more recklessly. A flood of de- 
famations and distortions was 
poured out upon the Church, 
its doctrine, and on its leading 
men.” 

What all this means in prac- 
tice the booklet pretty clearly 
spells out. 

Priests and nuns are present- 
ed in cheap and popular mass- 
disseminated pulp productions 
as corrupt or sexually pervert- 
ed. Diderot’s salacious novel, 
The Nun, was translated into 
German for the first time in 
1956, although it was then 150 
years old. The book jacket an- 
nounces: “Here we _  experi- 
ence the struggle of Suzanne 
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who, by being exposed to sa- 
dism and the pious injustice of 
the nuns, is offered as a sacri- 
fice for her mother’s premari- 
tal sins. Finally she comes into 
a monastery which is a Lesbian 
Eldorado, and where reception 
into the community is identi- 
cal with attempts at seduction 
by the Mother Superior.” In a 
so-called novel, The Miracle- 
maker, the author has a char- 
acter who is represented as 
impressed by the kindness and 
purity of the nun who cares 
for him in the hospital until 
another patient  disillusions 
him by saying “Holy? But you 
should see her stare at my 
genitals whenever she makes 
my bed” The Miracle-maker, 
incidentally, raw as it is, ran 
serially in a weekly magazine 
till an enraged group of public 
school teachers succeeded in 
having it suppressed. 


A propaganda piece in Com- 
munist China professes to por- 
tray Catholic orphanages as 
“institutions of terror’; “‘cloth- 
ed in rags and nourished with 
garbage, five year olds had to 
work at hard labor at least 
eleven hours a day.” At seven- 
teen, girls were sold as concu- 
bines for fifty silver dollars. 
Punishment consisted of con- 
finement to dark rooms and 
blows on naked bodies, etc., 
etc., ad nauseam! 


Priests meet with the same 
kind of justice in their por- 
trayals by the press. A movie 
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about the Spanish War is so 
utterly silly that we will not 
waste time and good paper tell- 
ing of it. In short, it makes its 
double-d y e d_ priest-villain 
downright funny and suggests 
an old Mack Sennett comedy. 
But elsewhere priests are rep- 
resented as violating the seal 
of confession for espionage 
purposes, committing atrocities 
for which the simple faithful 
will blame Communists, and 
the like. More subtly a second- 
ary theme has been introduced 
recently. A good little benevo- 
lent priest now appears who 
opposes his Bishop at least in- 
ternally or subconsciously. He 
is usually not very bright, 
poor, cowed by others, without 
power of independent thought 
or action. Often he is portrayed 
as neurotic or a secret drunk- 
ard or sexually weak or frus- 
trated by his way of life. 


The ‘Tool of Wealth’ 


In every case the Church 
emerges as the tool of wealth 
and power, seeking wealth and 
power itself. It supports “capi- 
talists,” imperialists, exploit- 
ers and the privileged caste. In 
Germany, for example, it is 
subordinated to NATO; it is 
“hostile to the idea of the Fa- 
therland, the spirit of patriot- 
ism, and education to love the 
Fatherland.” This bit, obvious- 
ly, is merely Nazism warmed 
over, but the preceeding section 
is authentic Communistic pro- 
paganda for which Marx him- 
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self (who believed laid 
down the foundations. 

The spirit behind all this, 
apart from the virulent hate, is 


nicely expressed by some lines 


it) 


quoted from a Communist 

play: 

Whoever fights for 
Communism 


Must also be able to fight or 
not to fight, 

To tell the truth or not to tell 
the truth. 

Whoever fights for 

Communism 
Has only a simple virtue 
That he fights for Communism. 

One must, then, clearly rec- 
ognize that everywhere (not 
only in Russia, China or East- 
Germany, but in the U.S.), for 
the Communist, “truth” is what 
effectively promotes the spread 
of dialectical materialism, and 
this is also the good and the 
beautiful. 

Science for example is to be 
equated with dialectical ma- 
terialism. ‘“‘Theism,” pronounc- 
ed Walter Ulbricht before a 
group of scientists in the city 
of Halle, ‘“‘cannot be presented 
at all in lectures at universi- 
ties. Nobody has the right to 
do so. Theism does not comply 
with science and has nothing 
to do with science.” 

No wonder, then, that, aca- 
demically speaking, anything 
goes. It is now an effective 
principle that “Schools must 
proclaim the_ progressive 
achievements of science, espe- 
cially of Soviet science on the 
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basis of Marxism-Leninism.” 
This was passed into law in 
1951. Today more than sev- 
enty-five per cent of the teach- 


ers in the Soviet zone have ~ 


been trained in Communist 
teacher-training institutions. 
School texts have been revis- 
ed with this new “science” in 
mind. The older generation of 
teachers has been eliminated. 
Teachers now seek to utilize 
natural science to develop ‘“a 
conscious scientific materialis- 
tically basic attitude which en- 
ables the student to advocate 
a materialistic image of life as 
against religious prejudices.” 
They are enlightening their 
students about the “connection 
between ideology and class in- 
terests.”” With the aid of nat- 
ural science itself they are 
demonstrating “how the 
Church has blocked the ad- 
vancement of science and how 
the continuous fight between 
the Church and science has 
progressed.” 
Catechism Restricted 

Lest some formal religion 
instruction still manage to ex- 
ist, the government decreed in 
1958 that ‘in order not to en- 
danger the student’s health by 
excessive work,” extracurricu- 
lar activities be sharply cur- 
tailed. They may take place 
“after the end of curricular in- 
struction and of other com- 
pulsory activities ... only 
when a break of at least two 
hours is inserted between them 
and the end of curricular ac- 
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tivities.” This ruling does not, 
naturally, apply to Commun- 
ist children’s organizations and 
activities. 

Since more and more moth- 
ers have been pressed into 
work programs, kindergartens 
play an increasingly greater 
part in indoctrination. Kinder- 
gartens now have “the respon- 
sibility of educating in the so- 
cialist manner the children of 
working mothers. Therefore it 
is necessary to increase the po- 
litical, ideological and pedago- 
gical qualifications of teach- 
ers.” Children, too, spend their 
vacations together in camps, 
while for fourteen year olds 
and upward boarding school 
programs gain more and more 
importance. Something known 
as the “youth consecration” 
crowns a special program of 
socialist education in “socialist 
ethic’—young people leaving 
lower schools are bound to 
ideology by an allegedly vol- 
untary vow. Failure to accept 
“voluntarily” means _ severe 
handicaps to further education 
and exclusion from apprentice- 
ships open to the rest; it im- 
plies discrimination against 
parents in their professional 
careers; it results in class room 
pressures on the recalcitrant 
through the penalizing of 
classes which have not embrac- 
ed the “vow” one hundred per 
cent. 

Crime And Punishment 

Inevitably, all along the line 
the screws are being tightened. 
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Priests are being sentenced to 
imprisonment or penal servi- 
tude. A Jesuit Father was pun- 
ished with eight months im- 
prisonment for having five is- 
sues of the Petrusblatt (Ber- 
lin’s diocesan paper) on the 
premises, but accusations are 
always clothed in ambiguities. 
Four Jesuits were found guilty 
of “espionage”—this consisted 
of pastoral counselling and ad- 
vice in cases of conscience. 
Other priests are accused of 
“exploiting their positions as 
father confessor” or of ‘“abus- 
ing religion” or of acting 
“under the guise of religion.” 
A mother lost custody of her 
children for refusing to trans- 
fer them to a state school: she 
had neglected their ‘interest 
and welfare.” A Catholic own- 
er of a book store got a year 
and a half imprisonment for 
“having endangered the inter- 
nal peace of the German nation 
and world peace.” Two Catho- 
lics got three years imprison- 
ment; another, four years penal 
servitude for regularly cir- 
culating Petrusblatt. Eleven 
men were charged with par- 
ticipating in, or at least main- 
taining contact with, a “center 
of criminal agents”—a Cath- 
olic Social Department. 

What is to be done? The 
Church appears impotent and 
one might easily give in to 
despair. His Eminence, Cardi- 
nal Doepfner, urges courage 
and confidence in God. He 
pleads for unity among all 
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Christians: “This union must 
survive and is the necessity of 
the hour. From the unbroken 
and living union with the 
Church and from the commun- 
ion of the Church we want to 
gain the strength for a life di- 
rected by our conscience. With 
an understanding heart and 
firm conviction we want at the 


& 
+++ 


same time to extend our hand 
to all those who strive for jus- 
tice, freedom, and humanity. 
Since the complete firmness ~ 
and fidelity has never been 
the goal of the many, the few 
must support each other and 
present their collective 
strength to those who need 
their support.”—G.J.G. 


The Unity of Christendom 


“Since I am condemned, and God knows how, I wish to 
speak freely of your statute for the discharge of my conscience. 

“For the seven years that I have studied the matter, I 
have not read in any approved doctor of the Church that a 
temporal lord could or ought to be head of the spirituality. 

“For one bishop of your opinion, I have a hundred saints 
of mine; and for one Parliament of yours, and God knows of 
what kind, I have all the General Councils for 1,000 years; 
and for one kingdom, I have all the kingdoms of Christendom. 

“TI say further, that your statute is ill made, because you 
have sworn never to do anything against the Church, which 
through all Christendom is one and undivided, and you have 
no authority, without the common consent of all Christians, 
to make a law or Act of Parliament or Council against the 


union of Christendom. 


“The true reason for my condemnation is my unwillingness 
to consent to the King’s second marriage; but I hope in the 
Divine goodness and mercy, that as St. Paul and St. Stephen, 
whom he persecuted, are now friends in Paradise, so we, 
though differing here, shall be united hereafter. I pray God to 
protect the King and to give him good counsel.’’—St. Thomas 


More. 
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Getting to Know the People 


Visiting every home 


INCE the establishment of 
the Bureau of Convert Re- 
search at Notre Dame a year 
ago, questions on _ virtually 
every phase of convert-making 
have come to us from all parts 
of the United States, Canada, 
Great Britain, Australia and 
the English-speaking countries 
in Africa and India. Here are 
some of the more frequent 
queries concerning the parish 
census with the answers sug- 
gested. 


We are planning on taking 
up a parish census. How can 
we secure one really accurate 
and worthwhile? 


In the past the common 
practice was to call at the 
homes of families or individ- 
ual adults listed in the parish 
register, asking occasionally if 
the person visited knew of any 
Catholics who had moved into 
the block or neighborhood. The 
house-to-house, door-to-door 
and floor-to-floor census taken 
up in more than 30 diocesan 
“Operations Doorbell’ has 
proven the former method 
thoroughly inefficient and un- 
satisfactory. 


Why? Because it failed to 
disclose not only many new 


Father O’Brien is director of the 
Bureau of Convert | Research at 
Notre Dame University. 
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arrivals but also many who 
were baptized as Catholics but 
who are no longer practicing 
and are not even known as 
Catholics. Studies show that 
approximately one-third of the 
families in urban areas move 
yearly. Add to this high mobil- 
ity the anonymity which char- 
acterizes much of city life, 
especially in apartments, and 
one sees the. hopelessness of 
getting an accurate census ex- 
cept by calling at every home, 
and making the necessary back 
calls at those dwellings where 
no one was at home. 

How have the results of Op- 
erations Doorbell surprised 
most city pastors? 

By disclosing the large num- 
ber of unlisted Catholics and 
those who are either no longer 
practicing their religion at all 
or but rarely, such as attend- 
ing a midnight Christmas Mass. 
Thus the Buffalo diocesan cen- 
sus discovered 88,760 unlisted 
Catholics, the Portland (Ore- 
gon) archdiocesan census un- 
covered 61,038, while the Wil- 
mington census surprised and 
delighted the bishop, priests 
and faithful by disclosing a 
total of 84,697 instead of the 
previously listed 45,932. Here 
is the unearthing of almost as 
many aS were previously 
known and recorded. 


In every diocesan census 
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the number of inactive and 
lapsed Catholics has been 
found to be disturbingly large. 
Thus the canvassers in the 
Buffalso census located 52,- 
466 inactive or lapsed Cath- 
olics; Portland found 11,087 
families in which at least one 
member was inactive or fallen- 
away. The numerically small 
Baker diocese discovered 1,333 
such families, while Boise dio- 
cese found 5,980 Catholics in 
various stages of “lapsation.” 
The province-wide census in 
Wisconsin projected into the 
forefront of the consciousness 
of the pastors of the five dio- 
ceses substantially the same 
story. The figures showing the 
number of families in which at 
least one member is non-prac- 
ticing are as follows: Milwau- 
kee 17,722, Green Bay 6,750, 
La Crosse 15,812, Madison 
4,438, and Superior 5,113. 


What do the results of all 
the diocesan censuses show 
pastors in regard to the man- 
ner of taking up a census? 


They show that: 1. The 
method of calling merely at 
the homes of listed Catholics 
is of little value because it 
fails to uncover most of the 
unaffiliated but still practicing 
Catholics, and nearly all of the 
inactive and lapsed ones. 2. 
The only method of taking an 
honest and worth-while census 
is by calling at every home 
and apartment and thus con- 
tacting every family or house- 
hold unit. 
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Who can do this work most 


efficiently — priests or lay- 
men? 


Priests. They have the train- 


ing, grace of office, knowledge, | 


zeal and insight to do this most 


fruitfully. At virtually every 


home at which they call they 
can accomplish something 
worth-while: get a more ac- 
curate insight into the spiritual 
condition of each practicing 
Catholic family or adult indi- 
vidual, help to bring back the 
lapsing to the sacraments and 


the faithful practice of their 
religion, and interest non- 
Catholics in the faith or at 


least get to know them in their 
capacity as spiritual shepherds. 


Pastoral Obligation 


Is a pastor really obliged to 
concern himself with the non- 
Catholics in his parish? 

Yes. Canon 1350 specifically 
states: “Ordinaries of dioceses 
and pastors shall regard non- 
Catholics residing in their dio- 
ceses and parishes as com- 
mended to their care in the 
Lord.” How can they take care 
of them if they do not know 
what their needs are? How can 
they know these if they do not 
call on them? Here are the 
links in the iron chain of logic, 
binding the pastoral clergy to 
call upon such families, prefer- 
ably in person or at least 
through their carefully chosen 
lay representatives. 

Isn’t the task of calling at 
all the homes in a parish too 
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onerous? Isn’t it somewhat un- 
realistic to expect priests to do 
this? 

No. By devoting about an 
hour or so a day to the task 
priests can accomplish it with 
great fruitfulness. “Every day, 
for many years,” writes a pas- 
tor in California, “I have been 
spending at least an hour in 
calling at all the homes in my 
parish. I take them, block by 
block. After introducing myself 
I tell them that I am taking 
a religious census and that I 
like to know all my neighbors 
regardless of church affilia- 
tion. 


“Non-Catholics, particularly 
the churchless and non- 
church-going, I seek to inter- 
est in the parish Information 
Forum which we operate two 
evenings a week throughout 
the year. The first visits are 
chiefly to break the ice, 
though occasionally they re- 
cruit a few. The succeeding 
visits yield more. Most non- 
Catholics have some strange 
ideas about priests, but when 
a priest wins their esteem and 
confidence the door is opened 
for many conversions. 

“It’s the most fruitful hour 
of my daily work: it flushes up 
inactive Catholics, recruits a 
quorum for each of our four 
annual Information courses, 
lessens the number of mixed 
marriages and _ vitalizes our 
whole parish. I would no more 
think of missing that hour of 
home visitation than I would 
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of omitting my Office. Any 
priest can do it if he has the 
will to do so, and assigns a 
definite hour each day or eve- 
ning to it.” 


Father Dunne’s Record 


As we read this letter, we 
recalled Father A. B. C. Dunne 
of St. Patrick’s parish in Eau 
Clarie, Wisconsin, telling us 
much the same story more 
than 40 years ago. This too was 
the technique which enabled 
him to win more than a thou- 
sand converts in that parish at 
a time when the average num- 
ber per priest per year was less 
than two. 


Is such visitation possible 
even in missionary parishes 
covering large areas? 


Yes. St. Ann’s parish, Black- 
duck, Minnesota, covers 1,000 
square miles. Father Leonard 
E. Weber and his assistant Fa- 
ther Gerald L. Noesen called at 
every home in that vast terri- 
tory, driving thousands of miles 
through mud, snow and _ ice. 
They were received with cour- 
tesy and kindness at all the 734 
non-Catholic homes but one. 
The head of that family subse- 
quently apologized and _ sup- 
plied the information request- 
ed. More than 500 families wel- 
comed the proferred Catholic 
literature, expressing a desire 
to learn more about the Catho- 
lic religion. 

The census disclosed 78 fall- 
enaways, many of whom were 
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unknown to. either priest. 
Among the direct and immedi- 
ate results were the winning of 
25 converts and the reclama- 
tion of many of the lapsed. 
The magnitude of that achieve- 
ment is better understood when 
one learns that the average 
number of converts per priest 
for that year in the missionary 
diocese of Crookston was 2.3. 
If each priest had achieved the 
12.5 average of Father Weber 
and Father Noesen, Crookston 
would have led all the dioceses 
of the United States and Can- 
ada except San Diego — the 
pioneer in Operation Doorbell. 


How did Father Weber ap- 
praise the results of his stren- 
uous census-taking, with its 
hundreds of hours of labor? 

“The taking of this census,” 
he said, ‘‘was the most interest- 
ing experience in my priestly 
life. I am convinced that the 
taking of such a census of all 
the non-Catholics in one’s pa- 
rochial bounds is absolutely es- 
sential for a thorough knowl- 
edge of one’s people. After all, 
the non-Catholics in my area 
are my people too, and I am 
obliged to do all that I can 
to bring them into Christ’s 
Church. 

“Our experience,’ he con- 
tinued, “has opened our eyes 
to a method of winning souls 
that bids fair to be one of the 
most fruitful of all: going out 
to homes to instruct families. 
It’s too much to ask people, just 
slightly interested in the Cath- 
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olic religion, to drive twenty 
miles in twenty below zero 
weather to attend an Informa- 
tion Class. But they are pleased 
to have a priest come to them. | 
We have conducted ten Infor- 

mation Classes ‘in private 
homes, with two or three fami- 
lies attending, with very good 


results. We are now conducting — © 


such classes four 


week.” 


nights a 


The City Parish 


Can this be done also in city 
parishes? 

Yes, with equal fruitfulness. 
To illustrate: St. Peter’s parish 
comprises Loudonville, a town 
of about 2,500 people in Ohio, 
and the surrounding suburbs. 
Prompted by the success of the 
Blackduck census, Father Mat- 
thew J. Fogarty decided to con- 
duct a similar all-out census. 
Calling at every home, Father 
became acquainted with 1,025 
non-Catholic families, by all of 
whom he was courteously re- 
ceived. Of these, 820 families 
welcomed the Catholic litera- 
ture and expressed a desire to 
learn more about the Catholic 
faith. Shortly after completing 
the census, Father was ap- 
pointed to the pastorate of a 
large parish in Cleveland. 

In both cases the priests were 
glad that they had taken the 
census themselves, convinced 
that they had accomplished 
much more than parishioners 
could possibly have achieved. 
Here is but one indication of 
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their superior salesmanship: in 
diocesan censuses lay canvass- 
ers rarely succeed in inducing 
more than one out of three 
non-Catholics to accept Catho- 
lic literature with the promise 
to read it, while 68% accepted 
it in the Blackduck census and 
80% in the Loudonville can- 
vass. 


Are more priests now taking 
a house-to-house census? Why? 

Yes. The number is constant- 
ly increasing because all who 
try it are more than gratified 
with the results. It gives them 
a knowledge of their parish 
which they could never other- 
wise secure and enables them 
to double or triple the num- 
ber of converts and reclaimed 
fallenaways. These priests are 
proclaiming the results from 
the housetops. 


Furthermore, the insights af- 
forded thousands of pastors 
concerning the condition of 
their parishes by diocesan cen- 
suses are convincing them of 
the need of more personal con- 
tact with their flocks. In addi- 
tion, the hundreds of seminari- 
ans who did census work dur- 
ing their summer vacations — 
a practice spreading rapidly to 
all dioceses — want to continue 
this work as priests because 


they saw at first hand its im- 
mense fruitfulness. 


What is the most urgent need" — 


in the pastoral ministry today? 

More personal contact of the — 
shepherd with his flock. Not 
merely with those safely in the 
fold but also with the “other 
sheep” and those who have 
strayed. If the house-to-house 
censuses taken in thousands of 
parishes in connection with 
diocesan Operations Doorbell 
have brought out any one fact 
with unmistakable clarity and 
the clamorous urgency of a fire 
alarm it is this: Few pastors 
today really know their flocks. 

We must call upon all con- 
fided by the Church to our care. 
We must put into vigorous 
practice and without delay the 
pressing injunction of the 
Apostle Paul, the greatest con- 
vert-maker of all time: Insta 
opportune, importune, argue, 
obsecra, increpa in omni pati- 
entia et doctrina. ... Tu vero 
vigila, in omnibus labora, opus 
fac Evangelistae, ministerium 
tuum imple! Only when we 
shall have undertaken this 
daily visitation of all the fold 
shall we be able to say with 
the Divine Master, Jesus 
Christ, “I am the good shep- 
herd, and I know mine and 
mine know me.” 


Two young nuns of the Oblates of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 
have obtained pilot’s licences for flying in their mission in Paki- 
stan. They are among 20 missionaries of both sexes who are in 
training in Turin for flying in missionary territory. Some intend 
to obtain helicopter licences as well. 
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The Angels 
of the Preface 


J. B. O} CONNELL 


HE Roman Missal has 15 

forms of the Preface and 
all of them, without exception, 
include a _ reference to the 
angels. Of the four formularies 
that set forth this reference 
two occur once only, i.e. that 
used in the Preface of the Holy 
Spirit — found in part on the 
vigil of Pentecost in the Gela- 
sian Sacramentary (VII c) and 
in full in the Gregorian (IX c) 
— (Quapropter profusis gaudi- 
is), which mentions but two of 
the angelic choirs (Virtues and 
Powers), and that of the Pre- 
face of the Most Holy Trinity 
— dating, it would seem, from 
the ninth century 1 (Quam lau- 
dant) — which speaks of four 
of the angelic choirs (Angels, 
Archangels, Cherubim and 
Seraphim). 


Of the two remaining formu- 
laries the commoner, used in 
all the older Prefaces dating 
from the VI-VII centuries (of 
the Nativity, Epiphany, Easter, 
Ascension, and the Apostles) 
and in three modern Prefaces 
(those of Christ the King, 1925, 


1It is found in the Gregorian Sacra- 
mentary. 

2 This is derived from very early sources 
(sixth century) but was published in its 
present form only in 1919. 

3 This dates as a framework from about 
the sixth century. 
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the Sacred Heart, 1929, and 
the Dead,? 1919), is Et ideo 
— with a reference back to the 
mystery or feast at which it is 
used — which names four of 
the angelic choirs (Angels, 
Archangels, Thrones, and 
Dominations); the second one 
Per quem (referring back to 
Christ) occurs in the oldest of 
all Prefaces, the Common Pre- 
face? in three medieval Pre- 
faces, those of Lent, Holy Cross, 
and Our Lady (introduced in- 
to the Roman Missal by Pope 
Urban II in 1095), and in the 
modern Preface of St. Joseph 
(1919). . 
The conclusion of the text 
of Prefaces in the earliest sac- 
ramentaries is quite varied. The 
Leonine sacramentary (V-VI, 
cc) has nearly always an enig- 
matic Per alone, and it is not 
clear what formulary was in- 
tended to follow — it was, it 
would seem, well known to the 
users of the Prefaces and so not 
written in the MSS. — but in 
a few cases it indicates Et ideo 
(or some near equivalent). The 
Gelasian has many Per end- 
ings (sometimes in odd forms), 
but Et ideo occurs some 17 
times and Quam laudant a 
dozen times. The Gregorian, in 
addition to the usual Per, has 
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the Et ideo conclusion 14 times 
and Per quem occurs 42 times. 

The idea of the sharing of the 
angels in divine worship is de- 
rived from the Apocalypse (cc. 
IV and V), and St. Augustine 
speaks of the worship of the 
Church on earth as a sharing of 
the worship given to God in 
heaven by the angelic hosts. 
The idea that the angels are 
present at the Eucharistic Sac- 
rifice an echo of the 
Apocalypse (8, 3; 5, 8) — is at 
least as old as St. Gregory the 
Great (+604), who writes of it 
in his Dialogues (4, 55), and in 
our present rite of Mass, in 
addition to the mention of the 
angels in the Prefaces, St. 
Michael is referred to in the 
prayer of the blessing of in- 
cense at the Offertory, and an 
angelic messenger is spoken of 
in the prayer Swpplices after 
the Consecration. The mention 
of angels in the Preface, culmi- 
nating in the united angelic and 
human cry of praise in the 
Sanctus, obviously recalls the 
worship of the Seraphim de- 
scribed in Isaias (6,3) from 
which it is, apparently, derived. 
“In ancient Christendom,” 
writes Fr. J. Jungmann, S.wJ., 
“a favourite way of represent- 
ing the salvation which is ours 
in Christ was to show that it 
associates us with the blessed 


4 “The Mass of the Roman Rite” (1959) 
p. 378, 


5 Cf, Apocalypse 5, 8: “Day and night 
they [the four living figures] cried un- 
eos ail ‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord 

od. 
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spirits of heaven and by that 
means we are able to take the 
place of the fallen angels.’ 


Their Function 


In the Prefaces the angels are 
described both as distinct choirs 


and as a_ corporate’ body 
(militia caelestis exercitus, 
socia exultatione) unceasingly® 
engaged (non cessant .. .; 


sine fine dicentes) in the funda- 
mental acts of divine worship: 
praise (laudant, hymnum 
gloriae . . . dicentes), adora- 
tion (adorant), reverential awe 
(tremunt), and the expression 
of joy (socia exultatione con- 
celebrant). 


In this worship of the angels 
those taking part join (Et ideo 
cum angelis...hymnumgloriae 
canimus; cum quibus et nostras 
voces ut admitti jubeas depre- 
camur...), and this through 
the mediatorship of our Lord 
(per quem .. .). Since He is 
enthroned in heaven, the privi- 
lege of magnifying the glory 
of God is no longer the ex- 
clusive prerogative of the 
angels, but is shared in by the 
Mystical Body of Christ, which 
offers praise through its Head. 


The angels are described as 
an army and so form a hier- 
archy, and from the earliest 
centuries of Christianity at- 
temps were made to classify 
them on the basis of the men- 
tion of different orders of angels 


in Sacred Scripture. The 
Cherubim are mentioned in 
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Genesis (3, 24) as guardians 
of the gate of Paradise after 
the expulsion of Adam and 
Eve; they are described in the 
vision of the prophet Ezechiel 
(10 cf. 8, 14); and there are 
many references to God seated 
above the Cherubim (e.g., Isai- 
as 37, 16; Daniel 3, 55; Psalm 
79, 2; 98, 2), or borne by them 
(e.g., Psalm 17, 11); and their 
golden image surmounted the 
Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 
25; 225131, W)i. 


The Seraphim—regarded as 
the highest order of angels, 
standing nearest to God’s 
throne—are described in Isaias 
(6, 2-7). An archangel, Mich- 
ael, is mentioned in Jude (v. 
9) and the name occurs in I 
Thessalonians (4, 15). 


But it is St. Paul who gives 
us the names of six other or- 
ders: Princedoms and Powers 
in Ephesians (1, 21; 3, 10) and 
Colossians (1, 16),® Virtues 
(Ephesians, 1, 21), Domina- 
tions —(Ephy 15 +21; Colscl 16) 
and Thrones (Colossians 1, 16). 
St. Peter in his first Epistle (3, 


22) mentions Powers and 
Princedoms. 
There are, of course, fre- 


quent references in Holy Writ 
to simple angels and so from 


6 He uses prucedons and powers of the 
devils in Col. 1, 


7In his Moralia (xxxii), he gives the 
divisions in a slightly different order, and 
omits Princedoms (Principatus). 


8 Apol. Proph. David 5, XIV, 900. 


i 9 Cf. Prat, The Theology of S. Paul, II, 
15. 
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the Scriptures we derive the 
names of nine classes of an- 
gels. S. Gregory the. Great 
points this out in his Homily — 
34 on the Gospel, * and this 
passage is used as the fourth © 
Lesson in the Breviary for the 
feast of St. Michael. St. Jerome 
notes that St. Paul acquired 
the names of the different or- 
ders of angels from Jewish 
tradition. 


The classification of the an- 
gels into nine choirs and three 
orders: 


I. Seraphim, Cherubim, 
Thrones 
II. Dominations, Virtues, 


Powers 


III. Princedoms (or Princi- 
palities), Archangels, An- 
gels is usually ascribed to 
Pseudo-Dionysius, who thus 
described them in his De Cael- 
esti hierarchia (6, 2)—written 
about 500—and who held that 
all angels were of the same na- 
ture but differed in their places 
in the heavenly hierarchy ac- 
cording to their knowledge and 
function. 


St. Ambrose, however, in a 
tract written in 385 ® had pre- 
viously spoken of all nine 
choirs; both writers probably 
borrowed from some _ earlier 
Greek source, to whom Pseudo- 
Dionysius indeed makes refer- 
ence. ® This classification of an- 
gels into nine choirs and three 
orders was, however, unknown 
to the Latin and Greek Fath- 
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ers (except SS. Ambrose and 
Gregory) and they have a great 
variety of division of the an- 
gelic hosts. 


In any case, none of them 
considered St. Paul’s enumera- 
tion as exhaustive; he never 
gives all the choirs together 
nor does he always menticn 
them in the same order. Later 
writers, such as St. Thomas, and 
most modern theologians ac- 
cept the ninefold classification 
but agree that our knowledge 
of the question is imperfect 
and incomplete. 


The ‘Te Deum’ 


In the Te Deum, the first 
part of which dates from be- 
fore the fourth century, we 
have five (or is it four? see 
infra) choirs of angels: Ange- 
li, Caeli, Potestates, Cherubim, 
Seraphim; and in the prayer 
Proficiscere of the Commenda- 
tion of a Departing Soul, 1° 
which can be traced back to 
the eighth century, 11 we have 
the complete nine choirs of an- 
gels, this time in an ascending 
scale (from Angels to Sera- 
phim) and in a somewhat dif- 
ferent order from the Pseudo- 
Dionysius list. 


In the Prefaces, ‘“Prince- 
doms” (Principatus) does not 


10 Roman Ritual, VI, vii, 4. 


- 11 This prayer occurs in the Sacramen- 
tary of Gellone (c.770) and in the Rhei- 
nau Sacramentary (late VIIIc). 

12 Nothing equivalent to the Caeli of 
our Preface ies found in the Eastern Li- 
turgies. 
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occur at all. The real problem, 
however, about the angels of 
the Prefaces is the meaning of 
Caeli, occurring in Te Deum 
and in the Preface formulary 
Per quem, 1? a problem that has 
vexed liturgists since the 
eighth century. Is Caeli to be 
written with a capital “C” and 
does the word mean a distinct 
angelic choir? It is not given 
as such by any of the early or 
medieval writers in their vary- 
ing categories of angels. In our 
present Missal text of Per quem 
formulary, Caeli begins a fresh 
sentence and so has a capital 
“C”; and in the sung Preface 
the music separates it from 
the preceding Potestates. 


In the Benedicite enumera- 
tion of angels (Daniel, 3) Cae- 
li occurs. Does it mean a choir 
of angels, since it immediate- 
ly follows Benedicite, angeli 
Domini, Domino, or does it 
rather mean just the heavens 
as it immediately precedes 
Benedicite, aquae omnes... 
Domino, as, e.g., in Psalm 18, 1, 
Caelt enarrant gloriam Dei? 
Some medieval writers thought 
that Caeli was equivalent to 
Thrones; they offered no proof 
of this, it seems. 


Some authorities think the 
original writer of the Per 
quem formularly was  influ- 
enced by the earlier text of Te 
Deum, where (it is argued) all 
the five choirs are just syn- 
onymous for the angelic hosts. 
Abbot Capelle attempts to 
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solve the problem of the enig- 
matic Caeli in a_ different 
way. 13 He thinks the explana- 
tion may lie in the way the 
text is punctuated. Up to about 
the eleventh century there was 
no punctuation in MSS., and 
capital letters were uncertain, 
and so the abbot proposes to 
read the text thus: 
laudant Angeli 
adorant Dominationes, 
tremunt  Potestates 
caelorumque Virtutes, 
ac beata Seraphim socia ex- 
altatione concelebrant, 
taking caeli not as nominative 
plural, but as a genitive singu- 
lar. In this reading, Seraphim 
alone would be the subject of 
the verb concelebrant, and this, 
with the socia exultatione, is 
more in accordance with Isaias 
6, 2-3, where the song of the 
Seraphim is described as ‘‘cla- 
mabant alter ad alterum.”’ Also 
the phrase ‘‘Potestates caeli’ is 
not new. It is found in the Leo- 
nine Sacramentary (¢.g., pp. 
1074, 108: 1°); 
Dr. Mohrmann’s Opinion 
Dr. C. Mohrmann, while 
agreeing that Abbot Capelle’s 
theory is very attractive, re- 
jects his solution of the prob- 
lem of Caeli 1* on two grounds: 
she argues that there is a 
stylistic reason for keeping the 
entire phrase caeli caelorumque 
concelebrant unbroken, 


caeli 


a psnaes Jules Lebreton (1952), II, 
Dd. 


. pabeeera de la Messe, Botte-Mohr- 
mann (1958), p. 106. 
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since it forms the second half 
of two balanced parts of a sen- 
tence leading to a climax. The 
first part of the sentence, in 
an ascending series, describes 
the praises of three categories 
of the angels: 

laudant angeli 

adorant Dominationes 

tremunt Potestates 
while the second part, still in 
an ascending series, leads up 
to the Sanctus, and the words 
caeli caelorum form an essen- 
tial balanced part of the second 
part of the entire sentence. She 
thinks Abbot Capelle’s divis- 
ion of the words would destroy 
this balance so characteristic 
of the style of the Roman Lit- 
urgy. 


A weightier objection to the 
abbot’s idea, Dr. Mohrmann 
argues, is a linguistic one. The 
abbot cuts the phrase after 
Virtutes, so that Potestates 
caeli caelorumque Virtutes be- 
come the subject of the verb 
tremunt, leaving Seraphim as 
the sole subject of the verb 
concelebrant (which is appro- 
priate for the reason given 
above); this won’t do, accord- 
ing to Dr. Mohrmann, for ac is 
a particle that links insepar- 
ably two elements which are 
either synonymous or very 
closely related, and so it will 
not do to break up the phrase 
caeli . . . concelebrant which 
linguistically forms a unity. 

Accordingly, Dr. Mohrmann 
thinks that the writer of the 
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Preface formulary—like the 
writer of the Te Dewm—was 
influenced by the biblical use 
of caeli in phrases praising 
God ( e.g., in Psalms 18 2, 95 11, 
135 26) and used caeli not for 
a separate category of angels 
but as a literary device, a 
stylistic amplification — char- 
acteristic of the Roman Canon 
—to evoke an image of the en- 
tire heavenly army of blessed 
spirits. 

But what if the cut in the 
phrase is made not after Vir- 
tutes but after caeli, so that it 
reads: 


tremunt Potestates caeli, 

caelorumque Virtutes ac 
beata Seraphim 

socia exultatione 
concelebrant 


so that que. joins not merely 
the word caelorum to what 
precedes but links the entire 
concluding phrase to the first 
part of the sentence? This 
avoids the difficulty about the 
force of ac but is open to other 
objections, so the enigma re- 
mains, 

It does seem, however, that 
caeli does not represent a dis- 
tinct angelic choir. 


+ + 
& 


+ + 


Vegetarian Triumph 


q It has always been worthy of note that, while the French 
have led mankind in appreciation of the pleasures of the table, 
i they have produced the severest religious Orders, the Carthu- 
sians and the Trappists, men with a love of silence remarkable 
in the world’s most fluent conversationalists. One of the Avi- 
| gnon Popes, Urban V, when he thought of the Charterhouse, 
no great distance away, thought he must use his high authority 
over the religious Orders to make the monks eat meat some- 
i times. Very much perturbed, the monks sent a deputation of 
their oldest and halest members to thank the Pope for his 
kindly interest. They said they had thought of sending a depu- 
tation of monks between seventy and eighty, but had judged it 
would be more efficacious still if their seniors came, and so the 
youngest monk in the deputation was eighty-seven and the 
oldest, who did the talking, was ninety-nine. The cause, the 
vegetarian rule, was saved.—D. W. in The London Tablet. 
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Magic in Black Africa 


ANTHONY ASHCROFT, 0O.S.B. 


HE Church is _ Catholic; 

every priest is Catholic too 
in his outlook and _ interests. 
Here in Tanganyika we enjoy 
reading THE PRIEST and about 
the problems of the priests 
back home. Priests back home 
may enjoy reading about our 
problems here too. 


Certainly when we studied 
the Commandments in Moral 
Theology, the First Command- 
ment, “I am the Lord Thy God. 
Thou shalt not have strange 
gods before Me,” never pre- 
sented us with any serious 
problems. And in our pastoral 
work (in the States) we sel- 
dom had an occasion to preach 
on the First Commandment. We 
simply took it for granted that 
our Catholic people believed in 
God, worshipped Him, trusted 
in Him and loved Him. Minor 
problems arose from time to 
time—the adolescent who wore 
a good luck charm, the old 
lady who consulted fortune 
tellers. And occasionally among 
the laity, but more often in 
clerical gatherings, there would 
be a discussion about spiritual- 
ism, the consultation of med- 
iums, mind reading, especial- 
ly after some popular TV show, 
etc. But nevertheless, despite 


_Father Anthony writes from 
firsthand experience in Tangan- 
yika. 
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its great theological impor- 
tance, its practical importance 
was slight. 

We weren’t in Africa very 
long before we realized that the 
First Commandment was the 
important commandment out 
here. It was when we were 
studying the ‘Examination of 
Conscience” in a Swahili 
prayer book, preparatory to 
getting faculties to hear con- 
fessions in that language, that 
we had our first awakening. 
There, besides the usual ques- 
tions found in any Examina- 
tion of Conscience back home, 
we came across the following: 

Did I keep pagan customs 
such as making offerings to 
the spirits; wearing charms; 
using the medicine of foolish- 
ness; consulting the divining 
board; trusting in witchcraft; 
playing or having played the 
drum of the spirit; keeping the 
taboos, etc.? 

What was all this? Strange 
questions in an examination of 
conscience for Christians. Well, 
it would bear investigation. 
Reading, talking to the older 
missionaries, observing, even 
noticing items in the news- 
papers, talking to Africans, 
brought the following to light. 
It was a revelation. 

But first the background. In 
this diocese in Southern Tan- 
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ganyika, about the size of the 
State of New Jersey, there are 
about 700,000 people. The vast 
majority are either pagans or 
Mohammedans. Less than 10 
per cent of the people are 
Catholics. And for all practi- 
cal purposes most of the Mo- 
hammedan Africans cling to 
their old pagan customs. The 
Christians, therefore, are a dis- 
tinct minority—and oftentimes 
a Christian child will have pa- 
gan parents, sometimes pagan 
brothers and sisters. The peo- 
ple are divided into various 
tribes, each with its own lan- 
guage, traditions, and customs, 
and while the tribal system of 
life is weakening with the 
coming of civilization (so-call- 
ed) and with the movement 
toward independence, which of 
necessity must be based on 
some kind of nationalism, 
nevertheless it still has a great 
hold on the people. Education 
too tends to weaken the tribal 
system but its influence also is 
negligible, since only 45 per 
cent of the children attend the 
four-year primary school and 
many never go beyond it. So 
one has to reckon with tribal 
traditions and customs and 
even Christians are not outside 
their influences for good or 
bad. 
Pagan Beliefs 
But what are these pagan be- 


liefs enumerated in the “Ex- 
amination of Conscience” 
above? 


1. The belief in ‘“mahoka.” 
June / 1960 


Mahoka are the spirits of the 
dead. It is interesting to note 
that the African pagans be- 
lieve in one God. But they 
never bother with Him. He is 
too remote from their ordinary 
life. Their religious life is con- 
cerned primarily with the ma- 
hoka. If anything goes wrong, 
if one gets sick, if the crops are 
not good, if one commits a 
crime, if one has an accident, 
it is the doing of the spirits, 
also called “mizimu.” “Kutam- 
bika” is to make an offering to 
propitiate the spirits of the 
dead and ask them not to 
trouble the living. ‘Matambi- 
ko” are the offerings of oxen, 
goats, fowls, beer, cloth, etc., 
made to propitiate these 
spirits. 

2. “Hirizi.” Another custom 
is the wearing of hirizi, charms 
and amulets. Many people wear 
the hirizi to obtain the protec- 
tion of the spirits, or to ward 
off danger from the spirits. 
Often the hirizi are small leath- 
er cases containing a sentence 
from the Koran, but also 
pieces of prepared skin, roots, 
etc., are used. 

3. Pagans also use “Mazin- 
diko” in their homes or fields. 
For example, charms are bur- 
ied under the threshold to pro- 
tect the house against evil 
spirits. This may be done be- 
fore or after the people have 
moved into a house and should 
it seem to have fallen under 
malign influence, as, for ex- 
ample, if there is a succession 
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of untoward events, the opera- 
tion may be repeated at any 
time. : 

4. Another kind of charm 
is the “kago.”’ Some Africans 
will, for example, wear a charm 
against a hyena, or to obtain 
the good favor of a certain 
person. 

5. “Dawa za ndere”’ is a 
sort of powder which if put on 
the face is said to attract one 
of the opposite sex, a sort of 
love charm. But the use of such 
charms is not limited to Africa. 
How effective ‘‘dawa za ndere” 
is, I do not know. 

Foolish Medicines 

6. “Dawa za upuzi.” Dawa 
means a medicine or a prepara- 
tion of any kind. So “dawa za 
viatu” is shoe polish, although 
98 per cent of the Africans go 
about without shoes. The Afri- 
cans use what the missionaries 
term ‘“dawa za upuzi,” foolish 
medicines, quack medicines. 
These are concocted by the 
medicine men and _ include 
charms, talismen, etc. This is 
not to say that there are no 
native medicines (herbs, bark, 
leaves) of value. But there can 
be no doubt that some of the 
“medicines” are utter foolish- 
ness. 

7. The “kisango” is the di- 
vining board — sometimes a 
board covered with sand, used 
by fortune tellers and diviners. 
Africans will consult the board 
for various reasons — e.g., to 
discover who committed a 
theft, why someone fell ill. All 
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kinds of troubles and suspicions 
arise from its use. It is pure 
superstition, but the one who 
possesses a_ kisango wields 
great influence over the peo- 
ple. 


8. There is also the “ngoma 
ya upepo,” a dance accompan- 
ied by drums (ngoma) for ex- 
orcizing a spirit (upepo). It 
might be used in the case of a 
person afflicted with some 
mental illness—the idea being 
that such a person is possessed 
by a bad spirit. And so people 
attempt to exorcise the spirit 
by dancing, drumming, and in- 
cantations. Some missionaries 
think this is a diabolical prac- 
tice. 

9. “Uchawi” is everything 
that comes under witchcraft— 
sorcery, black arts, and magic. 
Sad to say, these things are 
still practiced in part of Af- 
rica. Sometimes it takes the 
form of giving poison to some 
undesirable or suspected per- 
son. It is thought that the 
people in some areas do not 
embrace Christianity because 
they fear being poisoned. Or 
witchcraft may take the form 
of putting a curse on some- 
one. Remarkable stories have 
been told of persons who were 
cursed and who died perhaps 
six months later although no 
cause for their death could be 
discovered. Although much 
witchcraft is by treachery, de- 
ception, and a thorough knowl- 
edge of psychology, it is feared 
by some missionaries that some 
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witchcraft is diabolic in es- 
sence. Certainly it is not fanci- 
ful to suppose that the devil 
makes some use of the ignor- 
ance and superstition of the 
natives. 


10. One final thing may be 
mentioned—the ‘“mwiko,” the 
taboo. There are countless ta- 
boos—things to be abstained 
from and a list of them would 
be long and monotonous. Suf- 
fice it to say that they cover 
almost every aspect of life, and 
even death. All the African’s 
activities, his whole day, his 
whole life, is surrounded and 
hemmed in by mwiko. Occa- 


ca 


+ 


sionally a reason can be found, 
social, moral, medical—for this 
or that mwiko, but the vast 
majority of them seem to be 
without either rhyme or reason. 

This then is a sketchy pic- 
ture of pagan beliefs and cus- 
toms. It will be a long time 
before all Christians are com- 
pletely free from their influ- 
ence. The cry of the Africans 
today is ‘“uhuru,” freedom, and 
of course they mean freedom 
in the political sense of the 
word. God grant that they may 
soon obtain uhuru from their 
pagan superstitions and cus- 
toms, and worship the one true 
God. 


+ 


+ 


No Methodism in His Madness! 


Young Father Sean was especially beloved by the children 
of his parish because he often bent down to their level to share 


their joys and sorrows. 


Invited to a child’s birthday party one day, he heard voices 
in the living-room when he arrived, and so—as he was handing 
his hat and coat to the maid—he said: “Don’t show me in—I 


want to surprise them.” 


Mussing up his hair and making a long, grotesque face, he 
walked stiff-legged like Frankenstein’s monster around the 
corner into the front room. The shrieks were tremendous, but 
the most surprised of all was the young priest. 

He had come to the wrong house .. . and was being stared 
at by the shocked lady members of a Methodist sewing circle. 
—Ed Miller in St. Anthony Messenger, 
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The Rise of the 
African Hierarchy 


CARLOS A. LEWIS, S.V.D. 


6 ‘MY son, in you I restore the 

African Hierarchy, in- 
terrupted centuries ago by the 
invasions of the Vandals and 
Mohammedans. You must work 
strongly because upon your 
success depends whether or not 
I will create more African 
Bishops.” The African prelate, 
Bishop Joseph Kiwanuka, W. 
F., J.C.D., tells us that these 
words were spoken to him by 
Pope Pius XII in 1939, shortly 
after the Holy Father had con- 
secrated him in St. Peter’s Ba- 
silica. Did the Pope’s experi- 
ment succeed? It certainly did, 
for by the time of his death in 
October, 1958, there were 21 
local (i., native-born) Afri- 
can bishops, all named by Pius 
XII. 

At the time of this writing 
(March, 1960), the Church can 
boast of 30 bishops (one of 
them a cardinal and another an 
archbishop) of African descent. 
Nineteen of them are serving as 
ordinaries and nine as auxiliar- 
ies in the mission areas of Af- 
rica; one is an auxiliary of 


Father Lewis is a professor of 
theology at St. Augustine’s Semi- 
nary, Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi, 
and author of a booklet on Catho- 
lic Negro bishops. 
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Port-au-Prince, Haiti, West 
Indies, and one (an Ethiopian- 
rite prelate who recently re- 
signed because of ill health) is 
attached to the Roman Curia. 

All 30 but two are African- 
born. The exceptions are the 
Haitian-born Auxiliary Bishop 
Remy Augustin, S.M.M., and 
Bishop Joseph O. Bowers, S.V. — 
D., J.C.L., of Accra, Ghana, 
who hails from Dominica, West 
Indies. Most interesting of all 
is the fact that 29 of these 30 
bishops (Bishop Kiwanuka ex- 
cepted) were named between 
1951 and 1960! 


How do we explain this phe- 
nomenal rise of the African 
episcopacy? Two factors seem 
to have played a special role 
in achieving this event: the 
adamant insistence of the last 
three popes (Benedict XV, 
Pius XI, Pius XII) on the 
training of competent local 
clergy in all mission fields, and 
the political maturity being 
rapidly attained by African 
peoples. 

Pius XII tells us: “The ulti- 
mate goal of missionary en- 
deavor, which should never be 
lost sight of, is to establish the 
Church on sound foundations 
among non-Christian peoples, 
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and place it under its own na- 
tive hierarchy.” Although the 
Holy See has at all times in- 


i sisted that this goal be kept 
» in mind by missionaries, coop- 


+} eration on the part of the mis- 
! sionaries was not always what 


/ it should be. 


Pope Benedict XV and Pius 


'XI by their unusually strong 


insistence on the training of 


3 native-born priests in the mis- 
i sions laid the foundations upon 
} which Pius XII could erect the 
' African hierarchy. Pius 
followed closely in the foot- 


XII 


steps of his predecessors. He 


- even went further and erected 


a special house of studies (St. 
Peter’s College) in Rome where 
priest-students from the mis- 
sions could reside while pur- 
suing graduate studies in the 
Roman universities. Some of 
the alumni of this college have 
already been named bishops. 


Benedict XV declared: ‘The 
main care of those who rule the 
missions should be to raise and 
train a clergy from amidst the 
nations among which they 
dwell, for on this are founded 
the best hopes for the Church 
of the future. Linked to his 
compatriots as he is by the 
bonds of origin, character, feel- 
ings, and inclinations, the in- 
digenous priest possesses ex- 
traordinary facilities for intro- 
ducing the Faith to their minds 
and is endowed with power of 
persuasion far superior to those 
of any other man...” 

In his encyclical Rerum ec- 
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clesiae (1926), Pius XI told 
mission superiors: “Unless you 
strive to build up a native 
clergy your work will be crip- 
pled, and the Church will 
never be properly organized in 
the mission field . .. In the 
event of war when one govern- 
ment supplants another, for- 
eign missionaries of a certain 
nationality will be expelled. 
How valuable then is a native 
clergy to take over the care of 
the Church. The same _ holds 
true when a nation in the mis- 
sion field gains its independ- 
ence and expels from its bor- 
ders all aliens.” 


Alleged Inferiority 


In this same document Pius 
XI refuted once and for all 
what was perhaps one of the 
main reasons for the hesitancy 
in training local priests on a 
large scale—their alleged in- 
feriority: “It is a mistake to 
think of the natives of the mis- 
sion field as members of an in- 
ferior race. Experience has 
proved that they are the equals 
of the European when they 
have the opportunity. The rec- 
ords of native seminarians in 
Rome show them to be equal to 
others in ability, and some- 
times even superior.” 

Pius XI in 1926 consecrated 
six Chinese bishops in St. Pe- 
ter’s Basilica in Rome. In 1930 
he named the first African 
bishop of modern times, Bishop 
Kidane - Mariam Cassa, who 
ruled the Ethiopian-rite Cath- 
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olics of Eritrea until his death 
in 1951. During the latter years 
of the pontificate of Pius XI, 
the Sacred Congregation for 
the Propagation of the Faith, 
through its head, Cardinal Van 
Rossum, made attempts to have 
an African priest raised to the 
episcopacy, but mission super- 
iors cautioned delay. 

It was under the pontificate 
of Pius XII that the growth of 
the African Episcopacy was as- 
sured. Fortunately, this Pope 
could reap the harvest from 
the seeds sown by his prede- 
cessors. 

In October, 1939, less than 
eight months after he ascended 
the papal throne, Pius XII 
himself raised two African 
priests (Father Joseph Kiwa- 
nuka, W.F., of Uganda, and 
Father Ignace Ramarosandra- 
tana of Madagascar) to the ep- 
iscopacy in colorful ceremon- 
ies held in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
Ten other bishops of various 
nations and races were conse- 
crated on this same occasion. 


Africa Coming Of Age 


Today there are over 20 Af- 
rican countries which are eith- 
er completely independent or 
internally autonomous’ and 
many others are in the making. 
Most of these states attained 
their status within the last six 
years (many within the last 
few months). This six-year 
period happens to be just the 
same time during which most 
of the African bishops were ap- 
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pointed. It was no mere coin- 
cidence that the rise in na- 
tionalism was accompanied by 
the rise of the African Episco- 
pacy. We need only re-read the 
statements of Benedict XV and 
Pius XI to realize the Church’s 
conviction that a native-born 
hierarchy can most effectively 
serve the interests of the 
Church in the many independ- 
ent countries now coming on 
the scene. This is especially 
true in case an upsurge of ul- 
tranationalism should cause re- 
lations between the Church and 
the State to become very deli- 
cate. Hence, we see the wis- 
dom of Holy Mother Church in 
appointing local bishops in mis- 
sion lands throughout the 
world, wherever such appoint- 
ments are prudently feasible 
because of the availability of 
local priests who are fit mor- 
ally, intellectually and physi- 
cally to assume the burdens of 
the episcopacy. 

If we observe carefully the 
Church’s procedure in the ap- 
pointment of the African bish- 
ops who are ordinaries, we no- 
tice three stages. 

In the first stage the African 
Ordinaries were usually en- 
trusted with a vicariate in 
which the pastoral work was 
carried out exclusively by Af- 
rican priests. European priests 
who remained in the territory 
did so only in order to staff 
the seminary, if there was one. 
Thus, for example, when the 
Vicariate of Uganda was divid- 
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ed and a part of it entrusted to 
Bishop Kiwanuka (as the Vi- 
cariate of Masaka), the major- 
ity of its 60 African priests 
were placed under Bishop Ki- 
wanuka’s jurisdiction. A sim- 
ilar arrangement was followed 
in the Vicariate of Miarinarivo, 
assigned to the first local Ma- 
dagascan bishop, Ignace Ra- 
marosandratana, who was con- 
secrated along with Bishop Ki- 
wanuka in St. Peter’s, Rome, in 
1939. 
In Uganda 

Commenting on the Uganda 
arrangement, Father A. E. Ho- 
well, W.F., writes: “I was in 
Uganda, at that time, and I do 
not think it occurred to anyone 
that any other arrangement 
was desirable or even possible. 
It was taken for granted there 
that, in the future, the Afri- 
can Church would develop on 
the same lines. When, there 
were enough African priests in 
any given area, a _vicariate 
would be created there, an Af- 
rican would be made bishop 
and his missions would be 
staffed by African priests, 
while the European missionar- 
ies would retire to some other 
place. Had this plan been fol- 
lowed, the appointment of Af- 
rican bishops would have been 
few and far between, because 
not many areas possessed 
enough African priests to ad- 
minister a vicariate which 
would be large enough to jus- 
tify its creation.” 

The second stage consisted 
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in the appointment of African 
ordinaries who would have un- 
der their jurisdiction not only 
African but also European 
priests engaged in pastoral 
work. Concerning this new ap- 
proach Father Howell writes: 
“T first heard about this when 
on a visit to Rome in 1951. Our 
Superior. General had been 
consulted by the Holy Father 
about the possibility of Euro- 
pean missionaries serving un- 
der secular bishops. Then in 
1953 came the establishment of 
the hierarchy in many parts of 
Africa, including Tanganyika, 
and at once it became prob- 
able that the idea of placing 
African bishops at the head of 
European missionaries would 
soon be brought into action.” 

Thus, for example, -in Au- 
gust, 1957, Pope Pius XII pro- 
moted Bishop Thomas Mongo 
to the Diocese of Douala, 
French Cameroons. He was 
formerly Auxiliary Bishop of 
the diocese which in 1957 had 
180,000 Catholics served by 36 
African and 69 #£=European 
priests. In passing, it might be 
mentioned that of the 19 Afri- 
can ordinaries, seven are mem- 
bers of missionary institutes or 
religious orders. 

The third stage, just begun, 
is the promotion of an African 
bishop to the rank of arch- 
bishop (metropolitan) with 
European bishops as_ suffra- 
gans. This phase of the de- 
velopment of the African Hier- 
archy began in January, 1960, 
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when Pope John XXIII pro- 
moted Auxiliary Bishop Ber- 
nardin Gantin, J.C.L., to the 
Archbishopric of Cotonou, Da- 
homey, West Africa, after 74- 
year-old Archbishop Louis Pa- 
risot, S.M.A., had resigned. 


A Great Event 


The nomination of Archbish- 
op Gantin will go down as one 
of the “great events” in Afri- 
can mission history. There is no 
certain instance in the previous 
recorded history of the Afri- 
can Church of a Negro’s eleva- 
tion to the rank of archbishop. 
Moreover, as far as we can as- 
certain after diligent investi- 
gation, Archbishop Gantin is 
the second Negro to attain this 
rank in all the history of the 
Church. The first was Dom 
Silverio Gomes Pimenta who 
died in 1922 as Archbishop of 
Mariana, Brazil. 

What might be called the 
fourth and final stage in the 
development of the African 
Hierarchy was reached in the 
first week of March, 1960, 
when Pope John XXIII ap- 
pointed an African Cardinal, 
the Most Rev. Laurean Rugam- 
bwa, J.C.D., Bishop of Rutabo, 
Tanganyika, British East Afri- 
ca. (Bishop Rugambwa is one 
of seven new cardinals, among 
whom are two other mission 
cardinals: the Japanese Arch- 
bishop of Tokyo and the Fili- 
pino Archbishop of Manila.) 

The 47-year-old cardinal 
was born on July 12, 1912, at 
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Bukongo, Tanganyika. He is of 
the royal stock of the Bahaya 


tribe. He completed his under- — 


graduate theological studies at 


the major seminary staffed by — 


the White Fathers in Katigondo 
in neighboring Uganda. Or- 
dained a priest in 1943, the fu- 
ture cardinal devoted himself 
for five years to pastoral work 
among his people in the Buko- 
ba Vicariate. In 1948 Father 
Laurean was sent by his bishop 
to Rome to pursue graduate 
studies in canon law at the 
Pontifical Urban College (the 
“Propaganda”’). In 1951 he was 
awarded the doctorate in canon 
law. Shortly after returning 
home Father Laurean received 
news of his appointment as Vi- 
car Apostolic of Lower Kagera 
and titular Bishop of Febiana 
(December 13, 1951). The vi- 
cariate was raised to the rank 
of a diocese in 1953. 

In 1957, according to data 
furnished this writer by Bishop 
Rugambwa, the Diocese of Ru- 
tabo had a total population of 
about 130,000 and a Catholic 
population of 53,000. Serving 
the diocese were 25 African 
priests. (Of Tanganyika’s 8,- 
500,000 people, 1,131,000 are 
Catholics, served by '734 for- 
eign and 174 local priests.) 

Though the cardinalate is not 


a necessary element for the | 


complete establishment of the 
hierarchy in any country, who 
of us would doubt that the ap- 
pointment of a local son in any 
country to this rank means 
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much for the prestige and 
growth of the Church in the 
country thus favored? This is 
especially true for the conti- 
nent of Africa where young na- 
tions are throwing off the 
shackles of colonialism and are 
groping for some ideology to 
guide them as they attain self- 
government. By electing an 
African to sit in her highest 
senate, the College of Cardi- 
nals, the Church demonstrates 
in a brilliant manner to the 
Negro peoples of Africa (and 
elsewhere) her great esteem 


for them, her profound inter- 
est in their spiritual welfare, 
and her willingness to help 
them solve their various prob- 
lems in the light of Christian 
principles. 


The rise of the African Epis- 
copacy is a shining tribute to 
the legions of missionaries— 
priests, religious women, and 
even lay people—who have 
worked or are still working 
with great sacrifice and zeal 
for the complete establish- 
ment of the Church in Africa. 


The Power of Love 


It is not more light the Western World needs, but more 
love. Even on the lower levels, nothing is accomplished without 
love. A man must love art if he is ever to become an artist; he 
must love music to appreciate music. One can never get a fair 
judgment of music from one whose love for music rises no 
higher than the music which is a groan and despair. Browning 
tells the story of the famous Florentine painter, Andrea del 
Sarto. In his youth, he married a woman of rare beauty, but 
she was without any appreciation for art or the higher values 
of life. Shallow-minded, indifferent, she would carelessly swing 
her skirts and ruin a work on which his inspiration had labored 
for weeks. She did not rob his hand of his skill, nor did she 
deter him from his art—she just was blind to the greatness 
with which she was living. As a result, he could not share with 
her the best secrets of his heart—Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. 
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The Priest’s Perseverance 


E. F. GARESCHE, S.J. 


IEWED as a _ professional 
man the priest’s position is 
altogether unique. In other pro- 
fessions the spur of natural am- 
bition, the need of making a 
livelihood and a place for one- 
self in the world, the need very 
often to support a family, or at 
least to provide for one’s own 
requirements, drives the young 
man to exceptional effort. 


The present writer was a 
lawyer for a few years before 
entering the religious life and 
so he went through the gruel- 
ling professional studies for the 
bar. In those days the course 
was only two years but in those 
two years very intensive effort 
was called for. The passing 
grade was only sixty-six and 
two-thirds percent, but anyone 
who fell ever so little below this 
grade disappeared from the 
course for good. The school had 
such a high standing that those 
who. graduated from it were 
dispensed from the bar exam- 
ination and admitted to the 
state and the United States 
courts on motion. The way those 
men studied was a caution. 
Some of them seemed to spend 
all their waking hours in the 
library or the class room. Some 
of them had a very sketchy 
previous education but they 


Father Garesche sends this to 
ee Framingham, Massachu- 
setts, 
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made up for that handicap by 
terrific application. When we 
celebrated the fiftieth annivers- 
ary of our graduation we found 
that a surprisingly large num- 
ber of the class had become 
judges and others had high po- 
sitions in the bar. It was of 
course the motives just enum- 
erated which made these men 
so diligent and persevering in 
their studies. 


For the average priest how- 
ever it is enough to make good 
in the seminary. When he is 
once ordained he has no such 
urge to persevere in his efforts 
to improve himself as do those 
young men at the bar. Those 
who are familiar with medical 
study know that much the same 
condition exists in medical 
schools. It is sink or swim. The 
requirements are severe, the 
work is hard and exacting. So 
many young men are compet- 
ing, so to say, for the opportun- 
ity to become a doctor that the 
medical schools have no urge to 
try to keep a man in his studies 
who is not making good. 


Yet no professional man has | 
so much need of persevering ef- | 
fort to become excellent in his | 
profession as has the priest. | 
Doctors and lawyers and mem- | 
bers of all the other learned | 
professions deal with lesser in- 
terests than the priest. Health | 
and material possessions are in- | 
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comparably less important than 
the life of the soul and growth 
in holiness. Many fortunate in- 
dividuals succeed in doing with- 
out the services of doctors and 
lawyers for long periods and 
sometimes during their whole 
life. But every good Catholic is 
constantly in need of the minis- 
trations of the priest. Every 
Sunday he has to attend Mass 
under pain of grievous sin. He 
has to confess his sins to the 
priest in order to obtain for- 
giveness. In time of sickness or 
distress the priest is his spirit- 
ual consoler and helper. The 
doctor is perhaps next to the 
priest in the confidences he re- 
ceives and the dependence of 
his patients upon him. But 
healthy robust individuals have 
no need of his services, where- 
as every child of the Church 
needs the help of the priest. 


The priest himself requires a 
much more persevering effort 
to rise to the heights of his call- 
ing than do the members of the 
other learned professions. His is 
an unworldly, supernatural of- 
fice. He has to put off the old 
man and put on the new. The 
words of St. Paul, “I live, now 
not I, but Christ liveth in me,” 
express the ideal of every priest. 
As another Christ he has to 
make a much more determined 
and constant effort to overcome 
self, to practice supernatural 
virtue, to grow in the love of 
God and his neighbor, than do 
other professional men by vir- 
tue of the demands of their call- 
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ing. Hence, his whole life long, 
the priest has to keep trying, 
striving both after his own per- 
sonal perfection and to help his 
flock become more holy. 


Persuasion Necessary 


The other professions, law, 

medicine and the like, cater to 
the needs of human nature, and 
the natural self-interest of men 
makes them want to cooperate 
with those whom they choose 
for medical aid and legal guid- 
ance. When a man is ill he will 
do almost anything to follow 
out the directions of his physi- 
clan. 
“Doctor,” said I at one time 
to a prominent physician, “why 
do not you physicians encour- 
age people to observe the laws 
of health and so avoid diseases? 
How many of these degenera- 
tive diseases that often come 
from excesses and follies, can 
be avoided by proper living. 
You wait until a man needs an 
operation, when the operation 
could often have been prevent- 
ed by right living.” 

“Father,” said he, “when a 
man is in good health he will 
not listen to the doctor’s ad- 
monitions, he will not take pre- 
cautions against falling ill; but 
let him get sick, have a severe 
pain, realize that he is in dang- 
er and he will do anything. You 
can operate on him, put him on 
a severe diet — anything to get 
well.” 

Hence the doctor and the 
lawyer find it comparatively 
easy to deal with their patients 
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and clients who are in real need 
or in danger. To the priest, on 
the contrary, the more desper- 
ately ill the soul becomes the 
more difficult it is to persuade 
the man or woman to use the 
right spiritual remedies. 

Once in Rome the present 
writer was talking with an in- 
fluential and experienced ec- 
clesiastic who was very zealous 
for the holiness of the laity and 
for the promotion of Catholic 
action. He commented on the 
great difficulty of getting peo- 
ple to realize and live their bet- 
ter selves, to become more and 
more holy, unselfish, and zeal- 
ous in the cause of the Church. 

“Your Excellency,” said I, 
“you and I have great difficulty 
in our work because we are al- 
ways trying to make water run 
uphill. Many of the leaders of 
mankind cater to the selfish- 
ness, the self-interest of men, 
and guide its current as they 
choose, generally getting men 
to do what they want by ap- 
pealing to their selfishness. But 
in the service of Christ, to make 
men holy and supernaturally 
zealous, we have to raise them 
above themselves, get them to 
aspire to principles and ideals 
beyond their unaided nature. In 
other words, we have to make 
the water of their souls run up- 
ward towards God against the 
gravity of selfishness and hu- 
man interest.” 

The great ecclesiastic smiled 
at the thought. “What a com- 
forting reflection,” he said; “‘it 


550 


never occurred to me before. 
No wonder we have to pump 
and pump to get the people to 
rise a little above their selfish- 
ness and self interest. And as 
water will start downhill again 
as soon as you release it from 
the pump’s compulsion, so we 
have to keep our people under 
spiritual inspiration so that they 
will not start downhill, but keep 
on rising towards heaven.” 


Men — Not Angels 


The priest should never be 
discouraged therefore nor hbe- 
come down-hearted, nor won- 
der why his ministry does not 
bring him more results provid- 
ing he is using all the means in 
his power, is working with per- 
severance and _ undiscouraged 
fervor. The fact that his people 
are still good and trying to be- 
come better is in itself a great 
achievement in the spiritual 
life. Every priest may console 
himself with a similar reflection 
in his own case. The effect of 
character and disposition, the 
little weaknesses which he ob- 
serves in his work are of course 
a matter of regret, but never 
of discouragement. St. Francis 
de Sales used to say that “If. 
God had wanted to make us 
angels and have us serve Him | 
as the angels do He would have | 
created us angels. But since He | 
has made us men and women | 
and put us in the midst of dif- | 
ficulties and problems, the) 
weaknesses, the  perplexities | 
which surround us, He evident- 
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ly wants us to be good men and 
women and to serve Him and 
‘) love Him in the state and with 
the means He has given us.” 
i” The same reflection will ap- 
“@ ply to the priest’s own work; 
» the efforts he makes to improve 
his parish, to perfect its organi- 
zation, to establish societies for 
the people, have to be salted 
,§ with perseverance or they will 
‘— never succeed as they should. 
| The motives we offer people are 
supernatural; they are promis- 
®% ed life and more abundant life 
‘7 in the future if they will be 
‘= faithful and loving to God and 
‘1 their fellowman and steadfast 
in their duty here on earth. But 
this promise of a future life is 
not nearly so moving and effec- 
‘} tive from a natural standpoint 
“i as a promise of immediate gain, 
'{ pleasure, ease in this present 
life. 
It has long been a matter of 
_ wonder to me why the Jehovah 
Witnesses have succeeded in in- 
i spiring so many people to such 
_fervor and self-sacrifice, but 
| recently I received a note from 
a Jehovah Witness who had 
/ read one of the many leaflets 
, obtainable at the Vista Maria 
| Press. ‘““You speak about the Ca- 
_ tholic Church in your leaflet 
' and you say what a wonderful 
“| church it is, but I would like to 
) know what your church offers 
| to me personally. As a Jehovah 
_ Witness I am looking to have a 
fine old time from the millen- 
") nium on this old earth where I 
i") know just what to expect.” It 
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is a false idea and vain hope, 
this perpetual millennium, but 
it moves some unthinking peo- 
ple much more than the thought 
of a heaven which they cannot 
imagine. 

Spiritual Rewards 

When therefore we organize 
parish sodalities and societies 
and invite people to join some 
good work, we have a harder 
time than people who organize 
secular projects, for this latter 
can offer immediate rewards 
and assure results in this pres- 
ent life. This is no reason for 
discouragement, for the cause 
of God is wonderfully strong 
and persuasive and experience 
shows that the really good Ca- 
tholics are the best workers on 
earth when they are full of the 
spirit of charity and zeal; but it 
points to the greater difficulty 
of the priest’s work, because he 
has to appeal to the better self 
of those with whom he comes 
in contact and he cannot use 
the natural selfishness and self- 
seeking which is the stock in 
trade of the Jehovah Witnesses 
and similar theorists. Hence the 
priest has to keep on trying, re- 
organizing and reinspiring the 
parish societies and to be con- 
tent with a moderate amount of 
success. 

Years ago when I was busily 
engaged in establishing the 
Queen’s Work and beginning 
the Sodality movement in the 
United States, I visited many 
cities to organize Sodality 
unions and talked to the pas- 
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tors about the possibility of So- 
dality organization in honor of 
the Queen of Heaven. On one 
occasion we held a meeting of 
the clergy in Buffalo and the 
diocesan director of schools 
gathered many of the pastors 
together so that I could des- 
cribe the movement and its pos- 
sibilities. One old pastor, ap- 
parently thoroughly disillusion- 
ed on the subject of parish or- 
ganizations, interjected an ob- 
jection. “Father,” said he, ‘‘you 
talk about organizing Sodalities 
to do the work for personal 
holiness and the help of the 
neighbor and the defense of the 
Church. I want to tell you that 
I personally have started one 
Sodality in my parish three 
times and three times I failed 
because the people did not co- 
operate.” All the pastors cast 
an inquiring eye in my direction 
to see how I would answer what 
appeared a very deadly ob- 
jection. 


Half in fun and half in 
earnest I answered the good 
pastor: “My dear Father, you 
only tried three times. Do you 
really expect to have a good 
and well organized Sodality 
after only three trials?” The 
audience laughed heartily, but 
one of the other priests got up 
to make a pointed observation. 
“You laugh,” he said, “but the 
Father is absolutely right. I also 
tried three times in my parish 
to organize a Sodality, and 
three times I failed, but the 
fourth time it was a great suc- 
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cess and now we have a good, 
fervent, well organized and 
very helpful Sodality after the 

fourth trial to organize it.” 


There is a kind of persever- — 
ance which in the long run is 
sure to succeed. It is the will- 
ingness to try again and again, 
learning each time from previ- 
ous mistakes, thinking up a bet- 
ter method, utilizing the inter- 
est awakened by previous trials. 


‘Intermittent? Perseverance 


It has always seemed to me 
that there are two sorts of per- 


severance — continuous perse- 
verance and intermittent per- 
severance. Continuous perse- 


verance is that unresting and 
unyielding push and_ drive 
which knows no pause or inter- 
mission, but keeps on insisting 
and insisting in spite of the 
judgments of others. The sort 
which I call intermittent per- 
severance is the ability to take 
up a good project again and 
again, pausing between efforts 
perhaps to gather new strength 
and survey the field of action a 
little better, but never despair- 
ing, never giving up. The first — 
sort of perseverance sometimes | 
wrecks nerves and health, it is | 
too insistent and continuous. | 
But the other kind allows for | 
recuperation and a chance to | 
take breath, takes into consid- | 
eration the changing conditions 
and is often able to succeed | 
when the other sort fails. | 


Finally, a priest can always | 
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remember that to always per- 
severe in trying is in itself a 
spiritual victory. Just as those 
who keep on trying to overcome 
their defects, trying to love God 
better, have the merit of suc- 
ceeding though they do not 
completely succeed, so those 
who have an ideal and a vision 
for the service of God and their 
neighbor can gain immense 
merit and reap true success 
even though they do not ac- 
complish everything they hope 
to do. “It is not in men’s power 
to command success, but we 
will do more, Horatio; we will 


deserve it.” 

Great numbers of good holy 
priests throughout the country 
and the world who are exer- 
cising this holy perseverance 
for the love of God and their 
neighbor are in fact carrying 
on the work of the Church and 
bringing forth great fruit for 
souls. The fact that they de- 
serve success and attain it at 
least in part must be most 
pleasing to Him Whose life was 
apparently an utter failure, but 
Who died trying, and so made 
the greatest success in all man’s 
history. 


Quite A Project! 


For ten years an Irishman was employed at a lumber mill. 
Every night he made it a practice to carry something home~ 
a board, a handful of shingles, or a bundle of laths—until he 
had a cellar full of filched materials. 


Then, one Sunday at church, a remark by the priest sud- 
denly made the light-fingered Irishman feel ashamed of his 
long series of petty thefts. So the next time he went to con- 
fession, he told all, and asked the priest what he should do to 


make amends. 


“Could you make a novena?” asked the priest. 


“Just give me a blueprint,” said the contrite sinner. 
“God knows I’ve got lumber enough!”—KE. E. Kenyon, Amert- 
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The First TV Mission 


WERNER HANNAN, O.F.M., Cap. 


HE date: October 4, 1959, the 

feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
The place: a TV studio in Laf- 
ayette, La. Three seconds be- 
fore five p.m. the station iden- 
tified itself: “This is KLFY-TV, 
channel 10, in Lafayette.” As 
camera number one focused on 
a wall-crucifix, festive church 
bells began to peal, calling the 
faithful to worship. The choir 
had sung only a few bars when 
the announcer broke in: ‘This 
is Your TV Mission.” While the 
ringing and singing continued, 
the camera moved down and 
back, revealing a studio-sanc- 
tuary: altar, tabernacle, six 
lighted candles. At a prie-dieu 
in front of the altar stood a 
Capuchin missionary and two 
servers. 


Mission services opened with 
an Our Father, Hail Mary and 
Glory be, followed by another 
prayer, begging God’s blessing 
on the mission. The missionary 
went to the pulpit and extend- 
ed to all a sincere welcome to 
the television mission. “With 
God’s grace this can be for you 
a golden week. If you know 
God more you are going to love 
Him more; and if you love Him 
more you are going to serve 
Him better. Try to make this 


Father Werner belongs to St. 
Augustine’s Province of his order, 
based in Pittsburgh. 
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94,400 viewers 


mission as you would in your 
own church.” He urged daily 
Mass, Confession and Holy 
Communion, then answered 
two questions of general inter- 
est. As the choir sang, “(Come 
Holy Ghost,” he and the serv- 
ers faded off on camera one; 
camera two focused on the oth- 
er missionary for the sermon. 


His theme was man’s purpose 
in life: Why Did God Make Me? 
He spoke for 18 minutes, using 
visual aids—props—to bring his 
sermon to life. A bag of mon- 
ey symbolized man’s drive for 
wealth; a loving cup, man’s 
drive for pleasure. A close-up 
of the snuffing out of a sanctu- 
ary lamp illustrated the story 
of a man who too late realized 
he had been made to know, to 
love and to serve God. After 
the missionary gave his blessing 
he returned to the prie-dieu. 


Softly the choir began the 
closing hymn. Then came the 
Sinner’s Bell, a part of every 
Capuchin mission. While the 
church bell was being tolled as 
at a funeral, those making the 
mission prayed silently in their 
own home for the conversion of 
sinners. During the tolling the 
missionary read the Prayer for 
Peace, ascribed to St. Francis of 
Assisi. Music and services end- 
ed as the camera concentrated 
on the crucifix. 
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For seven consecutive nights 
we conducted half-hour mis- 
sion services. We _ followed— 
with a few exceptions — the 
regular format of a Capuchin 
mission, tailored to TV. stan- 
dards. Mission publicity had 
listed as topics, besides “Man’s 
Purpose in Life”: ‘The World’s 
Greatest Evil”—Mortal Sin; ‘“‘O 
God, I Beg Your Pardon” — 
Confession; ‘With This Ring 
... till Death’ — Marriage; 
“My Flesh Is Real Food’ — 
The Blessed Sacrament; ‘The 
World’s Greatest Mother’—The 
Blessed Virgin; “My Suffering 
—Does God Will It?” — The 
Catholic Attitude Toward Pain. 
Mission publicity also listed the 
slogan: “A thinking man’s mis- 
sion for a holy man’s taste.” To 
some this slogan might seem to 
reek of corn; others, however, 
feel that “corniness” is part of 
the medium and should play a 
small, ableit thinly-disguised, 
role. 


Several months before, the 
diocese of Lafayette, Louisiana, 
had offered the TV mission to 
the Capuchin Mission Band of 
St. Francis Friary, Pittsburgh 
26, Pa. Assigned to the mis- 
sion were Fr. Werner Hannan, 
O.F.M. Cap. and Fr. Wendel 
Moliski, O.F.M.Cap. For sev- 
eral years we had been giving 
missions in the archdiocese of 
New Orleans and the dioceses 
of Lafayette and Alexandria. 
This, however, marked our first 
attempt in television. 


June / 1960 


The advance publicity was 
well-handled. His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Maurice Schex- 
nayder, Bishop of Lafayette, 
directed two letters to the cler- 
gy of his diocese, urging them 
to publicize the mission in both 
bulletin and pulpit. The dio- 
cesan newspaper, Southwest 
Louisiana Register, gave excel- 
lent coverage through photos 
and copy. TV Guide listed the 
time of services for each eve- 
ning. Parish bulletins printed 
the topics and the times of ser- 
vices. KLFY-TV in Lafayette 
made several spot announce- 
ments every day during the 
mission. The prayers of many 
souls begged God’s blessing on 
the venture. 


The Time-Schedule 

An apparent disadvantage 
was the time-schedule. One 
service began at 10 p.m., two 
at 10:05, following the news, 
two at 6:30, one at 9 and one 
at 5 p.m. The arrangement fell 
far short of ideal because cer- 
tain network programs could 
not be pre-empted; under the 
circumstances, a better ar- 
rangement could hardly have 
been made. We countered the 
difficulty in some way by an- 
nouncing each night the time of 
the next two services. Several 
spot announcements through 
the day on KLFY-TV mention- 
ed the time of evening services. 
But even with this arrange- 
ment, men who returned home 
late from work were still able 


555 


THE PRIEST 


to make almost the entire mis- 
sion. 

To form some idea of our 
viewing audience we offered a 
free TV Mission Remembrance. 
It was a 5” x 34” prayer-leaf- 
let, of sturdy paper, folded 
triptych-style, that would easi- 
ly fit into prayerbook, wallet or 
purse. Anyone writing to Chan- 
nel 10 would receive a copy. 
The remembrance displayed on 
the front cover a crucifix, to- 
gether with the time, place and 
channel of the mission and the 
names of the missionaries. In- 
side were morning and evening 
prayers, meal prayers, the an- 
gelus, an act of contrition and 
a motorist’s prayer. The back 
of the leaflet carried St. Fran- 
cis’ Prayer for Peace and two 
Mission Resolutions: 1) Holy 
Mass on Sundays and Holy- 
days; 2) Confession and Holy 
Communion at least once every 
month. We felt that the re- 
sponse might give us an ap- 
proximate idea of the number 
who made the mission. 


Results 


Letters and cards came from 
472 viewers. We gave the fig- 
ure to a professor of radio and 
television at Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute. He _ said 
that for this type of giveaway, 
the response is usually about 
% of 1% of the viewers. This 
would mean that the audience 
numbered around 94,400. 

Far more important would 
be the spiritual fruit. Every 
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night we urged daily Mass, 
Confession and Holy Commu- 
nion in each one’s. parish — 
church. We also announced the 
following Sunday as diocesan- — 
wide TV Mission Communion _ 
Sunday. In foro interno the 
real fruits will never be known. 
Nor did we have an opportun- 
ity to see any external fruits: 
we had to leave immediately 
for other mission assignments. 
However, a local monsignor re- 
marked some time later, “Be- 
lieve me, Father, my parish 
felt the impact of the TV mis- 
sion!” The assistant in another 
parish attributed the unusually 
heavy Saturday confessions to 
the mission. These were the 
only reports that came our 
way. Perhaps a further com- 
mentary came from Bishop 
Schexnayder. He plans another 
TV mission in the not-too-dis- 
tant future. 

Whether the bulk of the 
viewers consisted of tried-and- 
true Catholics we can only 
guess. Several pieces of mail 
came from non-Catholics, re- 
questing a remembrance. We 
learned from the wife of the 
channel’s production manager 
that she and other non-Catho- 
lic ladies gathered daily over 
morning coffee to discuss the 
services. A TV mission, then, 
might be a partial answer to 
the non-Catholic apostolate. It 
remains a relatively untouched 
field, due, certainly, not to lack 
of priestly zeal but to lack of 
priestly numbers. Most of the 
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pastors we are privileged to 
deal with in our missions find 
the working day too short. 
They are dedicated men, bare- 
ly able to take care of the flock 
inside the Church, much less 
outside. To this problem the TV 
mission would seem to provide 
a partial solution. ; 

There must be many non- 
Catholics, timid by nature, who 
would not dream of ringing a 
rectory doorbell. At the same 
time they have an interest in 
the Church and her teachings. 
They want the truth. In the 
privacy of their own home, 
away from the prying eyes of 
society, they can learn about 
our faith. Even if the door of 
a non-Catholic home is closed 
to us, the TV screen may be 
friendly. This medium has pro- 
vided us with a non-Catholic- 
living-room apostolate. The 
seed sown here may later 
bloom inside the fold. 


Shut-In Apostolate 


These confined to home or 
hospital by illness found con- 
solation in the mission. Many 
of these people had not been 
able to enter a church for 
years; they spent their days in 
prayer, patiently bearing the 
crippling infirmities of age. In 
visiting the sick during other 


missions we saw how they 
treasured the remembrance 
cards. Some would proudly 


pick the little pictures out of 
their prayerbook — six or eight 
or ten — and say, “Father, I 
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have a remembrance card for 
every mission I made; I’m sor- 
ry I can’t make this one!” To 
souls such as these, the TV 
mission brought comfort. The 
sight of an altar, tabernacle, 
lighted candles — even though 
in a studio setting — gave a 
bit of consolation to these aging 
Catholic hearts. 

At best a TV mission can 
never supplant the hallowed, 
time-tested, fruitful parish 
mission. Only the missionary 
and his penitent have witness- 
ed the marvels of grace and 
love that shine through a par- 
ish mission; these cannot be 
replaced. But the TV mission 
can provide other hearts and 
other rooms for the words of 
the Master. 

The mailbag often revealed a 
touch of humor. One young 
lady, requesting a picture of 
the missionaries, listed her 
name, address, age and height! 
Another lady, obviously older, 
suggested that the next mission 
be given in French. ... One 
evening a viewer missed one of 
her favorite programs. It had 
been replaced with a political 
telecast. Indignantly she called 
the station: “Does this mean 
we’re going to miss the mission, 
too?” “No, lady!” ... At least 
one city tavern carried the 
services faithfully. It would 
hardly be presumptuous to as- 
sume that the mission also 
found its way into several oth- 
er watering spots, because on 
the fringe area, heading to- 
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ward the Gulf, Channel 10 is 
the only channel available. ... 
One of the non-Catholic cam- 
eramen showed special interest. 
He bemoaned the station’s lack 
of facilities for putting the 
services on film or video-tape. 
Then came the ultimate in ac- 
colades: he came to the studio 
on his day off just to see the 
mission from the inside. 
One letter had an undertone of 
sadness: “This was the first 
time a priest’s voice was heard 
in my home.” 
Expenses 

Besides the offering given to 
the missionaries, the diocese 
paid $1,168.25 to channel 10. 
One of the studio officials list- 
ed the breakdown: “We based 
the actual air time at $123.75 
per telecast, plus an additional 
$40.00 for camera and person- 
nel charges, which totaled 
$163.75. Seven programs at 


Grand total: $1,168.25.” At 
least twice, since no network 
program followed, KLFY-TV 
gave us an additional five min- — 
utes. The prayer-leaflets aver-_ 
aged about one cent apiece. All 

the expense was absorbed by 
the diocesan radio and TV fund. 
At First Friday evening Mass- 
es in the diocese a collection 
is taken up to finance projects 
of this kind. 

Perhaps the title of this re- 
port is inaccurate; it may not 
have been the first. We tried at 
some length to discover wheth- 
er services with a definite mis- 
sion format had ever been con- 
ducted on TV; we could un- 
cover no evidence. Sending 
these lines to THE PRIEST seem- 
ed to be one way of discover- 
ing whether the report actually 
deserves its title. 

Our thanks are due to Bishop 
Schexnayder and to his vicar 


$163.75 each would be $1,146- general, Monsignor Warren 
.25; add to this $22 for art Boudreaux. May God bless 
photo, slide and recording. their zeal and foresight! 

¢ ¢ + 


Old Diogenes made the headlines in Greece going around 
with a lantern looking for an honest man. People often wonder 
what became of him. He quit because: 

He met an ex-soldier who confessed he had only been a 


private; a politician who admitted he had made a mistake; a 
husband and wife both of whom said they had been wrong 
at the end of an argument; a man who told personal reminis- 
cences in which he himself was not the hero; an editor who 
did not blame the printer or proofreader for a mistake in his 
paper. 

So Diogenes blew out his lantern and went home. By this 
time he was so old he could hardly walk anyway.—St. Vincent’s 
Notebook. 
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‘Must It Be a Requiem?’ 


Sundry problems 


a@ monastery where Mass 

intentions are received daily 
from all parts of the country, 
must an intention reading 
“Please say a Requiem Mass 
for n.n.” be interpreted to mean 
that the Mass must be said in 
black? 


The code of Canon Law 
(No. 833) as well as a decision 
of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites (No. 2461) states that the 
wishes of the donor of a Mass 
stipend must be respected if the 
donor has expressly stipulated 
the type or quality of Mass de- 
sired. This obligation does not 
bind sub gravi unless the donor 
for a very grave reason speci- 
fically requested a special Mass. 
The Sacred Congregation of 


! _ Rites, however, does state that 


“this obligation binds, per se 
sub levi.” 


Goop FRIDAY DRESS 


For Domestic Prelates attend- 
ing a Good Friday service, like 
} stations of the cross, and since 

this is a day of mourning, 
4 should they wear the house 
cassock with a surplice or even 
omit the wearing of the sur- 
plice? 


The proper dress for a do- 
mestic prelate, be it Good Fri- 
day or any other day, is the 
choir dress when it is a sacred 
and religious ceremony in 
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church. It might be worth 
while to recall at this point 
what the recently deceased 
Monsignor M.A. Chapman once 
wrote: 

“As a matter of fact the usage 
most common amongst Ameri- 
can Prelates is to substitute the 
simar for the ordinary cassock 
not only in and about the rec- 
tory but also for less formal 
appearances in church, v.g., 
when hearing confessions, cele- 
brating Low Mass on week- 
days, or performing their pri- 
vate devotions. But to make 
habitual use of either the ordi- 
nary cassock or simar for High 
Mass, even on weekdays, or for 
Low Mass in church on Sun- 
days and major feasts, is an 
inexcusable breach of etiquette, 
to say the least. Rome grants 
privileges to be used. 

“To regard the choir cassock, 
with Rochet and Mantelletta 
(or Mantellone, as the case may 
be) as a party dress reserved 
for great occasions, is a stulti- 
fication of the whole idea of 
prelatial costume, which is to 
show the rank of the Prelate 
in order that the faithful may 
pay the proper respect to it, 
and by so doing render honor 
to the Supreme Pontiff who 
bestows it and who, by decrees, 
his own and those of his Con- 
gregations and Commissions, 
indicates quite clearly his 


559 


THE PRIEST 


wishes in these matters of 
protocol.” 


Hoty COMMUNION REGULATION 


Is there any regulation stat- 
ing that it is unbecoming for a 
priest distributing Holy Com- 
munion from the Mass paten 
to hold it under the chin of the 
communicant while there are 
other consecrated particles on 
it? 


The priest is instructed to 
hold the, paten closely enough 
to the person receiving so that 
it can catch the Sacred Particle 
should there be some sort of a 
mishap. On the other hand, one 
rubrician warns not to hold the 
paten too near the communi- 
cant, lest the person breathe on 
the remaining Particles. 


ADDITIONAL ORATIONS 

Is the celebrant permitted to 
add orations at a Missa Can- 
tata (where the new rule is 
now that only one is prescribed 
— with the noted exceptions)? 
— for instance, at a Requiem 
High Mass, can he add one 
propter devotionem for a special 
intention? 


The new reglations speci- 
fically state that at a Sung 
Requiem Mass only one oration 
is permitted. A priest may not 
add an oration or two propter 
devotionem. The same _ holds 
true for a Missa Cantata or 
Solemn High Mass that is not a 
Requiem Mass. At these Masses 
he adds only those prescribed 
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by the ordo (e.g. if the Sunday 
is commemorated 
perata pro re gravi, even in 
doubles of the first class). 


CEREMONIES 

a) When the priest finishes 
reciting the Gloria and Credo at 
a High Mass, may he go per 
breviorem to the scamnum or 
must he go to the floor-level, 
genuflect, and then proceed to 
the bench? 

b) At a Mass of Exposition, 
when the celebrant sits down 
for the Gloria and Credo, is it 
proper to put up a small ban- 
ner in front of the exposed 
monstrance? 


a) We are directed to go per 
breviorem to the sedilia after 
reciting the Gloria and Credo. 
However, if the sedilia is far 
out toward the body of the 
church, we may go per long- 
iorem. Likewise, one of the 
supports of the Baldachine may 
interfere with going per brev- 
orem, and in this instance, we 
may go per longiorem. 

b) The books call for a ban- 
ner only when a sermon is 
given during the time of ex- 
position of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. We find nothing about | 


the use of the banner while the | 3 


celebrant sits for the Gloria 
and Credo. 


BINATION & EVENING MASSES 


It is stated that two evening | 
Masses may be celebrated in | 
the same church on the same 
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i day, but may a priest binate in 
Wthe evening, i.e., both Masses 
‘Yat night? 


_ If permission has been grant- 
fed for two evening Masses on 
~ithe same day (presumably 
¢Sunday) and permission is 
given to binate, there is no 
»8problem. The time of the day 
§ doesn’t necessarily make any 
i difference. However, if these 
jevening Masses take place on 
'a weekday, a special indult is 
-@necessary to binate, whether in 
ithe morning or in the evening. 


BREVIARY DIFFICULTY 


| During Lent we have the 
ichoice of Masses and offices. 
‘Is it permissible to recite the 
| ferial office, even though I have 
said the festal Mass? Must the 
'Mass and office agree. Also, are 
_) we obliged to say the new ver- 
“}sion of the psalms or do we 
“\ fulfill our obligation by recit- 
“ing the “old” psalms? 


We have the choice of office, 
see of what Mass we 
fhave offered. Liturgists tell us 
-| that the. more ideal situation is 
ito have the Mass and office 
)eorrespond. One fulfills his ob- 
‘ ligation by reciting the psalms, 
(| whether in the old or new ver- 
4 sion. 

COMMEMORATION AT Mass 

' In our diocese we have an 
,| oratio imperata pro re gravi, 
|}etiam in festis primae classis. 
This leads to confusion as re- 


at 


‘MUST IT BE A REQUIEM?’ 


that must be said at some 
Masses. The rubrics of 1955 
state that at sung Masses, no 
commemoration is allowed. 
Thus, the following difficulty 
arose this morning, March 21. 
The sung Mass was that of St. 
Benedict. The ordo calls for a 
commemoration of the feria 
and, of course, there is our 
imperata. Must we say both of 
the commemorations or should 
one of these be omitted? The 
same problem arises at a low 
Mass on March 25, the feast of 
the Annunciation. The ordo 
calls for a commemoration of 
the feria and we are expected 
to add our imperata. And yet, 
the rubrics say that on a feast 
of the first class no commemo- 
ration is allowed. 


Now, I realize that the Len- 
ten ferial must be commemo- 
rated since it is one of the 
“never to be omitted orations.” 
My question is whether or not 
the Imperata of the diocese can 
be omitted in the two instances 
that I have mentioned above. 


Bugnini (The Simplification 
of the Rubrics) comments that 
there are certain commemora- 
tions never to be omitted, be- 
cause they have an absolute 
priority. Among these are the 
ferias of Lent and Advent. As 
for the oratio imperata pro re 
gravi to be said even on doubles 
of the first class, it can be 
omitted only on Christmas, 
Epiphany, Holy Thursday, Holy 
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Saturday, Easter Sunday, As- 
cension Thursday, Pentecost, 
and the feasts of Trinity, Cor- 
pus Christi, Sacred Heart and 
Christ, the King. 

The feast of St. Benedict is 
a double major and does not 
admit of any exception to the 
above regulations. The feast of 


Almost a Convert 


In Santa Croce, Florence, the memorial in the Renaissance 
tradition to Florence Nightingale (1913) by F. W. Sargent, R.A., 
recently deceased, is apt to be overlooked by the casual visitor 
—and indeed it needed some courage to compete with Dona- 
tello Della Robbia, Vasari, Rossellino, and the other masters 
represented in this vast Franciscan church. 


The Nightingale memorial has its pathos. It was that 
noble woman’s tragedy that for years she longed to embrace 
the Faith, but was not given the final decisive grace. Manning, 
as somebody said, led her to the very threshold and then lost 
her. The same happened to several eminent Victorians, though 
some like Mallock, Hawker, and Wilde, came in on their dying- 
beds. And one or two, like Sibthorp and Capes, actually came in 
twice.—Pasquin, The Universe, London. 
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the Annunciation, while a 

double of the first class, does 
not come in the category of the | 
feasts excluding the imperata.. | 
Hence, there is no reason for _ 
omitting either the ferial com- 
memoration or the imperata on | 
the feast of St. Benedict or the 
feast of the Annunciation. 
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Supplying the Ceremonies 


The Canon Law 


M/HAT is the law regarding 

the supplying of the cere- 
monies when private baptism 
has been conferred? 


There sometimes exists a 
case of necessity which demands 
that the essential matter and 
form necessary for the validity 
of baptism be administered 
without the ceremonies pre- 
scribed for the solemnity of 
the sacrament. Outside a case 
of necessity, however, it is 
never lawful to separate the 
ceremonies used in baptism 
from the application of the 
matter and form. The general 
ecclesiastical law does not per- 
mit the omission of any of these 
baptismal ceremonies. It devi- 
ates from its general principle 
only in the case of adult con- 
verts from heresy who receive 
conditional baptism. In this 
case it concedes to the local 
ordinary the option of permit- 
ting the omission of these cere- 


' monies. 


If private baptism had been 
' conferred, then the omitted 
- ceremonies should be supplied 
in church quamprimum. Under 
ordinary circumstances the ob- 
ligation of supplying these 
ceremonies is grave, and only a 
legitimate cause will excuse. 
Moreover, there should be no 
unnecessary delay in the sup- 
plying of these ceremonies, but 
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the recently baptized person 
should as soon as possible and 
at his earliest convenience have 
them supplied in church. This 
obligation exists not only for 
the time immediately follow- 
ing the reception of baptism, 
but it continues to exist even 
when there has been a neces- 
sary delay or notable procrasti- 
nation extending over a long 
period of time. In the case of 
adults the ordinary can dis- 
pense for a grave cause and in 
certain cases. 


Since the proper place for the 
administration of solemn bap- 
tism is a church or a public 
oratory, it must a pari be rea- 
soned that the proper place for 
the supplying of the baptismal 
ceremonies is a church or a 
public oratory. Furthermore, 
since the lawful minister of the 
sacrament is the proper pastor 
of the person to be baptized, 
and since the parochial church 
of the parish to which the re- 
cipient of baptism is attached is 
the proper place for the ad- 
ministration of solemn baptism, 
it must be inferred that the 
parochial church is also the 
proper place for the adminis- 
tering of these supplementary 
ceremonies. 


Thus when a child or an adult 
receives private baptism out- 
side the territory of his proper 
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parish, it is manifest that the 
pastor of the parish within 
which the hospital is located 
does not also acquire a right to 
supply the ceremonies of bap- 
tism. In the case of private bap- 
tism, urgency may demand that 
a priest other than the proper 
pastor baptize the dying child 
or adult in the hospital or at 
home, but after the private 
baptism is conferred there is no 
longer any similar urgency for 
the supplying of the ceremon- 
ies of solemn baptism. 


An Exceptional Case 

Nevertheless, there may exist 
an exceptional case in which 
the local pastor would be justi- 
fied in supplying the ceremon- 
ies which under normal cir- 
cumstances are to be supplied 
by the proper pastor in the 
parochial church of the baptized 
person. Such would be the case 
when the child is so far re- 
cuperated that he could be 
brought to the local parish 
church, and there still persists 
for the child a danger of death 
under the time that he can be 
brought to his proper parish 
church. 


It may be argued that these 
ceremonies are not necessary 
for salvation, and, moreover, 
that there can readily exist a 
just cause for deferring them 
longer than for postponing the 
baptism itself. Nevertheless, the 
Church desires that these cere- 
monies be supplied after bap- 
tism, so that in a case in which 


564 


there is constituted a danger of — 
death the rights of the proper 
pastor should yield to the 
spiritual good which the child 
will derive from these cere- 
monies. 


When it is necessary to omit 
any of the ceremonies preced- | 
ing baptism, then all of them — 
should be omitted, even the 
anointing with the Holy Oils, 
since all these ceremonies must 
be performed according to the 
form prescribed in the Ritual. 
If, however, a priest or a dea- 
con is the minister of private 
baptism, then he should observe 
the ceremonies consequent to 
the act of baptism, provided 
that the person baptized still 
continues alive. When the dan- 
ger of death has ceased, the 
remaining ceremonies should 
later be supplied in the parish 
church. 


The Sacred Congregation of 
Rites directed that in the con- 
ferring of private baptism in a 
hospital or in a private house 
the priest should not wear a 
purple stole or anoint a dying 
infant with the Oil of Catechu- 
mens. Rather, in a case of ne- 
cessity all ceremonies should be} 
omitted which precede the act) 
of baptizing. 


Baptismal Water 


When it is convenient to the> 
priest, he should bring along; 
baptismal water for the ad-: 
ministration of private baptism. . 


If the priest does not have the» 
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time to obtain some baptismal 
water and bring it along with 
him to the hospital or to the 
private house because of an 
extreme danger of death, then 
he can baptize with ordinary 
water as a lay person would do 
in such a case. Although chrism 
is required for the anointing 
prescribed in the ceremonies 
consequent to baptism, the 
priest may not always have 
time to obtain it when an ex- 
treme emergency demands his 
immediate presence for the ad- 
ministration; thus he has no 
obligation to anoint with chrism 
in such a case. 


Because one case differs from 
another, the priest should con- 
scientiously judge in each case 
whether there is time to bring 
the chrism. The question of 
whether the priest can employ 
the ceremonies of the white 
cloth and candle without the 
anointing with chrism, has not 
yet received an authentic in- 
terpretation. It is believed that 
the priest can use these cere- 
monies without chrism, if he 
wishes, but he has no obliga- 
tion to do so. 


When perchance all the cere- 
monies were performed at an 
infant’s presentation for bap- 
tism, but the act of baptizing 
itself remained invalid, then 
only the essential rite need 
later to be performed. But in 
the case of an infant baptized 
by a heretical minister, the 
ceremonies prescribed for the 


) June / 1960 


solemn baptism of infants 
should always be supplied, 
whether or not the infant re- 
ceives a conditional baptism. 


For Adults 


If for an adult who received 
private baptism in the Catholic 
Church during infancy and the 
ceremonies have not yet been 
supplied, then the formula of 
the ceremonies is that which 
is prescribed for the baptism of 
infants. When an adult, how- 
ever, is a convert from a here- 
tical sect and a conditional bap- 
tism remains to be conferred, 
then the ceremonies need not 
be supplied if the ordinary has 
conceded permission for the 
administration of conditional 
baptism without the ceremon- 
ies. 

On the other hand, if for an 
adult convert the ceremonies 
are also supplied along with 
the conferring of the condi- 
tional baptism, or if the cere- 
monies are supplied apart from 
any conditional baptism, then 
the ceremonies are those which 
are to be observed in the bap- 
tism of adults, but the local 
ordinary, for a grave and rea- 
sonable cause, can permit that 
the ceremonies prescribed for 
the baptism of infants be em- 
ployed in the baptism of adults. 

Again, if the convert was 
never validly baptized, then 
baptism must be adminstered 
absolutely and the ceremony 
prescribed in the baptism of 
adults must be observed, un- 
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less the local ordinary for a 
grave cause has conceded per- 
mission to use the formula of 
infant baptism. 


When, however, through an 
error there has occurred a not- 
able omission of some rite or 
ceremonies, such as the anoint- 
ing with the Holy Oils, then 
this omission must be supplied, 
unless great difficulty stands in 
the way of the effort to do so. 
If the error is discovered be- 


fore the godparents depart with | 


the infant, it can easily be cor- 
rected. If it is adverted to only 
after the departure of the bap- 


tized child or adult, then the | 
difficulty attendant upon a re- 
turn for the correcting of this © 


error, or the scandal which per- 


haps might arise, will excuse 
the minister of the sacrament | 
from the obligation of making | 


the correction. 
(Conway, ‘“‘Baptism’’) 


Father Mathew’s Soul-Searching 


“Here goes, in the name of the Lord!” 


. .. With these 


fervent words Father Theobald Mathew, the Capuchin, signed 
the total-abstinence pledge in Cork on April 10, 1838. 


Father Mathew was a dark-haired, handsome priest who 
was known throughout Cork, and of “Big House” origin; he had 


friends in every walk of life. 


He also had many friends outside his own faith, and it 
was one of these, Quaker Billy Martin, who persuaded him to 
take up the temperance crusade. 


After much doubting and searching of soul, the Capuchin 
took the now historic pledge. In twenty-four months almost 
half the country’s adult population had followed his example. 


—The Irish Digest. 
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A Protestant-Jewish View 
American Catholics 


Ed. by Philip Scharper 
With an Afterword by 
Gustave Weigel, S.J. 


Sheed & Ward, New York 
1960, pp. 236, $3.75 


HIS is a vicious book — blan- 
shardism sprinkled with holy 
water: six essays by six out- 
siders carping at the Church. If 


i you found a copy of Maria Monk 


in the hands of a student or on the 
shelves of your school library, you 
would confiscate it immediately, 
and yet, of the two, Maria Monk 
would do less harm than this title. 


I read only the first essay, by 
Stringfellow Barr; and the After- 
word by Fr. Weigel. 


Barr has subscribed, at various 
times, to 28 Red causes. That 
hardly qualifies him as objective. 
One is not surprised then, to find 
him disappointed at the “relative 
absence in the American commun- 
ity of a healthy ‘anti-clericalism,’ 
an anti-clericalism which the 
French Catholic laity has used so 
tellingly to keep its clergy on their 
toes.” Without it, the laity become 
“priest ridden.” 


To speak of a “healthy” anti- 
clericalism is somewhat on a par 
with talk of “wholesome” lechery. 
But Fr. Weigel apparently goes 
along with Dr. Barr on this, for 
“As I write,” he says in his After- 
word, “the chapters of this book 
lie before me. My sensation is one 
of embarrassment.” However, “We 
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can correct our behavior, and the 
result will be a more effective life 
for us and for those with whom 
we live. Even from the religious 
viewpoint, such correction is called 
for.” 


Both Fr. Weigel and Dr. Barr 
leave us in the dark as to how we 
can best go about developing anti- 
clericalism in the United States. 
Should we start by slapping the 
children and then work up through 
first, second, and third-class funer- 
als to closing our houses of char- 
ity? 

In a long string of objections to 
various instances of ecclesiastical 
authority and discipline, Dr. Barr 
speaks of Catholics who “are aware 
of their obligation to give their 
children a good Catholic education 
but object to their priests’ imply- 
ing that they can meet this obliga- 
tion only by sending their children 
to the parochial school.” 


But this is not the pastor’s decis- 
ion. It is his bishop’s. 

“They object to hearing from 
their confessor that the Church is 
not concerned with motive but only 
with act. And they find their ad- 
vice emptily moralistic.” 

This last is a crack at St. Paul 
and his teaching that the finis op- 
eris is the critical determinant in 
morality. We did not make that 
rule. God did. 

Although this book deals exten- 
sively with faith and morals and 
is apparently intended for a Cath- 
olic reading circle, it carries no Im- 
primatur — understandably, for 
what Censor would have passed it? 

Catholic authors, editors, and 
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publishers would be well advised 
to familiarize themselves with 
the Instruction of the Holy Office 
on the Ecumenical Movement. Is- 
sued to Local Ordinaries under 
date of Dec. 20, 1949, it includes 
the following: 

“With special care shall they 
exercise their vigilance and urge 
the observance of the sacred can- 
ons ‘on previous censorship and 
prohibition of books’ (can. 1384 
ff.) with regard to the publica- 
tions which are edited by Catho- 
lics in any form whatsoever con- 
cerning this matter. The same 
holds good with reference to non- 
Catholic publications on this sub- 
ject, insofar as these are intend- 
ed to be edited, read or sold by 
Catholics.” 

Oddly, the book was made the 
basis for five Catholic Hour broad- 
casts during the month of May, 
with Fr. Weigel as moderator. This 
is being written beforehand, but 
Stringfellow Barr is scheduled to 
tell the Catholics of the country 
what is wrong with their Church 
on May 8. One wonders how the 
National Council of Catholic Men 
could ever have been induced to 
connive with such goings on. Sure- 
ly something more constructive 
could have been programmed than 
this business of sowing discord be- 
tween priests and people.—R.G. 


Ronald Knox 
by Evelyn Waugh 


Little, Brown & Co., Boston 
1960, pp. 358, $5.00 


ay OU will enjoy this book. I or- 
dered it from England in mid- 
winter and read it through on its 
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arrival last February. By now, 
recollection in detail has faded, 
but it was so engrossing that for — 
several days I carried it every- 
where with me — to meals, on > 
planes, even to bed. 


The monsignor was a remarka- 
bly precocious child with a genius — 
for languages. He read Greek at © 
six, wrote passable Latin verse be- | 
fore he was ten, and learned He- | 
brew when he was getting on to- | 
ward 50 and planning to translate © 
the Bible. 


A typical Englishman, he was | 
reserved—and courageous enough 
to “swim the Tiber” despite his | 
own natural preferences and those | 
of his father, the Anglican Bishop © 
of Manchester. 


Like all of us, the monsignor 
grew increasingly crotchety as the 
years went by. I could never have | 
lived in the same house with him, 
for instance, for he insisted on 
separating his postage stamps hori- 
zontally when, as any sensible per- 
son knows, such a method is in 
clear violation of both nature and 
common sense. Stamps look per- 
fectly awful when you tear them 
across instead of up and down. 


Mr. Waugh has been criticized 
for making his subject’s priestly 
life seem shaded by comparison 
with the seeming sunshine of An- 
glicanism. But this would seem | 
inevitable. The monsignor’s An- 
glican days covered the period of 
his youth and the formation of 
deep and tender friendships. It 
was not the Catholic Church so) 
much as World War I which, by 
killing off so many of his beloved 
friends, sobered him down — and |) 
then, perhaps ultimately, drove) 
him into the Church. 


Again, ours is an authoritarian | 
setup. Our lines are held much 
more tightly than in the Establish- 
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ment. A Catholic priest may not 
feel especially “simpatico” with his 
bishop but, by gum! he knows that 
the bishop holds real power over 
him and the thought of it makes 
him smooth down his hair and but- 
ton his jacket before entering The 
Presence—where he listens with 
respectful attention to every word, 
however much it may rasp. Like 
the rest of us—likely even more 
than the rest of us—Msgr. Knox 
was aware of that peculiarly Cath- 
olic relationship. 


A letter to this writer from Mr. 
Waugh states that “There were a 
great many slips in the first edi- 
tion of Knox which are being cor- 
rected. Unhappily, the American 
publishers reproduced from the 
English pages by lithography. 
They thought, probably correctly, 
that Ronald Knox was too insular 
a figure to be of much interest 
abroad. I offered to produce an 
American version in which various 
recondite English matters. of 
school and university should be ex- 
plained or omitted. 


“T hope my biography will be a 
stimulus to further studies of 
Knox’s work. He was, in my opin- 
ion, an immeasurably better writer 
and deeper thinker than G. K. 
Chesterton.”—R.G. 


We Are Now Catholics 
Ed. by Karl Hardt, S.J. 


Newman Press, Westminster, Md. 
1959. pp. 223 (indexed), $3.95 


ROUR men, all of them Lutheran 


ministers living and working 
in Germany, find their way into 
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the Catholic Church. Each travels 
by a different path. One is at- 
tracted by the Liturgy, one by the 
Apostolic Succession, one by the 
“fullness” of the Church, one by 
the evidence uncovered in a schol- 
arly study of the New Testament. 
Later they write their apologial 
and Sylvester P. Theisen provides 
a prologue in the form of an essay 
entitled ‘“‘Protestant-Catholic Rela- 
tions in Germany.’ 


Thus, drily, may the contents of 
We Are Now Catholics be sum- 
marized. But the value of the 
book is not capable of such suc- 
cinct expression, for it lies not so 
much in what the convert stories 
tell of presentday Protestantism in 
Germany, nor in their beauty as 
literature, nor in their propaganda 
value (which would be slight in 
this country), but rather in the 
picture they draw of the genuine 
striving for holiness that goes on 
outside of the Catholic Church. 


True, the four converts who 
speak in the book (Rudolph 
Goethe, Martin Giebner, Georg 


Klunder and Heinrich Schlier) 
were ministers. At least, we might 
say, they should have been con- 
cerned about true religion. But, 
by the same token, we are priests 
and yet, through their essays, 
these men are capable of inspiring 
us. 


Of the four accounts, Father 
Goethe’s is the warmest, George 
Klunder’s the most rarefied and 
least satisfying. However, each is 
interesting in its own way. The 
introductory essay imparts inform- 
ation few readers are likely to pos- 
sess before hand, but it performs 
its most valuable service in awak- 
ening anew the reader’s sympathy 
for the plight of Christians in a 
divided Christianity. — Raymond 
Gribbin, Baltimore. 
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the end justifies the means: 
problems were unorthodox, 
approach equally so.” 

As the Liberals were quick to 
see, this was a practical applica- 
tion of Dewey, Freud, and Marx: 
the conception of man as a me- 
chanical bundle of conditioned 
reflexes. Dr. Dooley meant to ac- 
company the child “in a deep re- 


gression,” “a raw and_ bloody 
business, not a trip for the 
squeamish.”—“Unlearning by Do- 


ing,” was NR’s wry comment. 


There was a day when we Cath- 
olics dreamed of a periodical that 
would view life through a clear 
lens, without bias, without distor- 
tion, that would defend individ- 
ual freedom and be fair to all 
groups, including even Catholics. 
It would not be just an “inter- 
com” amongst ourselves, but it 
would get out into the country- 
side and circulate among our 
neighbors. 


For a time we had one, but it 
gradually turned around until 
now it is a nightmare, defending 
anyone who attacks the Church, 
attacking anyone who defends the 
Church — a veritable club with 
which our enemies now beat us 
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over the head, pretending an ar- 
gument ad hominem. 

To claim National Review as 
Catholic would partially destroy 
its effect. And yet it has a Catho- 
lic editor and its postulates are 


the principles that have shaped - 


Western culture from the begin- 
ning. 

Some weeks ago when we rec- 
ommended NR in Our SUNDAY 
Visiror, 740 of the laity put in 
for a year’s subscription. We trust 
that this present notice will be 
equally effective. We need NR. It 
is something we should all get 
behind and push. 
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The Vernacular Society 


Bee the years, the read- 
ers of THE Priest have evi- 
denced an outstanding interest in 
discussions concerning the use of 
the vernacular in the liturgy. This 
is due, in great measure, to the 
actual reforms in our present day 
liturgy, resulting in the introduc- 
tion of the mother tongue into 
the rituals and, more recently, in 
some parts of the world, into the 
Mass itself. 


Experience has shown, however, 


Rockville Centre, New York 
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that such important changes have ~ 
only taken place after a period of 
long and serious discussion, in 
which the pros and cons of these 
moves have been treated. This is 
a necessary element in the life of 
the Church. Theory must be blend- 
ed with experience, and trial and 
discussion are the chief means by 
which this can be done. 


Here in America, those particu- 
larly interested in the vernacular 
liturgy problem have been orgaii- 
ized into the Vernacular Society. 
The organization publishes what is 
perhaps the best-known periodi- 
cal of its type in the world, en- 
titled Amen. It is not a propa- 
ganda magazine, but one that aims 
at keeping its readers in touch 
with what is being said and 
done concerning the vernacular 
throughout the entire world, ana 
that attempts to stimulate in- 
telligent discussion on this point. 
It is a clearing-house for such in- 
formation and debate. 

The work of this Society is mosi 
important. Only intelligent discus- 
sion can avoid the pitfall of mis- 
guided enthusiasm or the folly of 
spur-of-the-moment decisions con- 
cerning any changes that might 
eventually be made. For many 
years the Society has held its 
meetings about the same time as 
the National Liturgical Week, and 
bishops of many dioceses have 
gladly approved of the meetings. 
In many instances the bishops 
were quite frank in stating that 
they themselves were not in favor 
of all the things that might be 
suggested by the members, but 
they realized full well the import- 
ance of such discussion. 


June / 1960 


Correspondence 


Peeeceeseeerreseoeoe sees eeseesoseeneeese 


A Perplexing Problem 


The Society faces a rather per- 
plexing problem, however. There 
are many who know of the Soci- 
ety, who approve of its aims, and 
who read Amen with great inter- 
est. As yet, however, they have 
not done anything to help in the 
support of the program. 


Unfortunately, important as this 
work is, it cannot go on without 
money; and there is no money 
without members. The sole source 
of income for publishing Amen is 
membership in the Society — or 
at least free-will offerings from 
those who, for one reason or an- 
other, might not wish to become 
members. In some respects, it 
seems that many people have felt 
that, judging from the continued 


es 


appearance of Amen, the Society 
was busy about its work and it 
would be sufficient to “let them 
do it,’ while rejoicing at their ef- 
forts. 

As it turns out, the situation is 
now such that “they” can scarce- 
ly do it any longer. As was an- 
nounced at the last meeting, held 
at Notre Dame in August, the fi- 
nancial situation is so bad that 
Amen is on the verge of going out 
of existence. Printing costs have 
risen through the years; interest 
in the vernacular has also risen 
through the years; but member- 
ship in the Society has not kept 
Pace as well. 


Hence, to those who know A- 
men, and to those who do not but 
who are interested in the vernacu- 
lar question, we might say that 
“now is the time for all good men 
to come to the aid. . .” Consider- 
ing the interest of the priests and 
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laity of America in these discus: 
sions, it would be a pity to see 
such a well-known publication die 
at the very moment when the 
problems of congregational par- 
ticipation are beginning to be de- 
bated with new and official in- 
terest in the rectories of the 
world. 

Membership is only $2 a year. 
The address is: The Vernacular 
Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1791, Chi- 
cago 90, Illinois. 


John L. Murphy 
Catholic University of America 
Washington 17, D. C. 


Protests Protest 


| TAKE pen in hand to take 

issue with the young Jesuit in 
Woodstock, Maryland, and his dis- 
paraging comments on Lutheran 
Dr. Peter Wiener’s Martin Luther 
booklet. I believe it was prema- 
ture and callow of the young 
man to question the propriety of 
a book, the title of which he did 
not know, mueh less the contents. 
The young man wrote: “A book 
of this kind has no apologetic 
value. To use it would manifest a 


basic lack of intelligent charity 
and would gain only odium for 
the Church.” 


Now you cannot argue against 
fact. A fortnight ago I baptized a 
young medical doctor attached to | 
Veterans’ Hospital, Hines, Dlinois. — 
A Lutheran himself, this young 
medic had taken instructions 
from me, but was still on the 
fence as to deciding whether or 
not to come into the Household 
of the Faith. 

I read about Lutheran Dr. Pe- 
ter Wiener’s Martin Luther book 
in THE Priest. I gave a copy to 
my prospective convert. After 
reading it most carefully and 
even prayerfully, having checked 
its references and sources, this 
young M.D. concluded: How could 
anyone conceivably believe that 
a man such as Luther was sent 
by the Almighty to complement 
and reform the Church of Christ? 
Luther was obviously a reformer 
who could not reform himself, a 
maniac in his hatred uncontrolla- 
ble of the Jews, not to mention 
his grossly coarse and crude 
teaching on sex. 

Why permit Protestants—even 
in the name of sweet charity—to 
palm Luther off as a saint who 
had cut the chains binding the 
Bible truth from the masses? He 


MAKE PLAIN GLASS 


INTO STAINED GLASS 
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transformed into rich, beautiful church 
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was obviously and admittedly not 
a saint. No intelligent, mature 
Catholic chocks Luther’s scandal- 
ous animalities down the throats 
of today’s Protestants, but at the 
proper time and in calm, digni- 
fied answer to claims or charges 
the likes of Alexander VI et alii 
by these same Protestants: Why 
should we not let Luther damn 
himself by his own mouthings? 

Sincerely, 

John J. Dussman 

Glenview, Illinois 


On the strength of a brief no- 
tice in this magazine, the pub- 
lisher received orders for 800 
copies and was forced to reprint. 
We received a total of two pro- 
tests from readers concerning the 
savagery of Luther’s writings. The 


| 


book may. be had at $2 each or 
five for $6 from Edward R. Carl, 
Rt. 2, Box 2030, Escondido, Calif. 
—HEditor. 


Cardinal Newman’s 


Stations 

NYONE interested in Stations 

of the Cross by Cardinal 
Newman may find a shorter and 
longer form thereof in Longman, 
Green & Co.’s volume: Medita- 
tions and Devotions—both excel- 
lent and no different from the 
one in Heart to Heart Prayerbook, 
now out of print. It is possible 
the Longmans volume may also 
be out of print. Checking up, I 
find the two sets of Stations are 
identical in both volumes men- 
tioned above. I use them during 
Holy Week. 

Sincerely, 

Albert F. Kaiser, C.PP.S. 

San Pierre, Indiana 
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Passionist Stations 


PLEASE forgive my tardiness. 

as regards the recent com- 
ments on Stations of the Cross in 
THE PrikEstT. I have been most con- 
cerned. I think it is a shame that 
people and priests cannot have 


what they want in the way of help 


in making the Stations. 

Enclosed are a few sets worked 
out by Passionist priests. It took 
me a long time to gather them, 
hence the delay. I send them on to 
you with the idea that you might 
care to give them notice in THE 
Priest. I really don’t know how 
many of them are in existence, in 
case anyone wants to order them. 

Sincerely in Christ Crucified, 
Francis Cusack, C.P. 
Provincial 
Chicago 

(enclosed) 

Brief Ways of the Cross, by Fr. 

Eustace Eilers, C.P. Holy Family 


Church, 1910 — 19th St., Ensley, 
Ala. Pp. 20, 25e 


Following Jesus Crucified, by 
Fr. Eustace Eilers, C.P. Passionist 
Colored Missions, 1910 — 19th St., 
Ensley, Ala. Pp. 132, $1.00 

Making the Stations with Jesus, 
by Fr. Maurice St. Julien, C.P. Co- 
operative Press, 7101 Natural 
Bridge Rd., St. Louis 20 Pp. 32, 10c 

The Way of the Cross and Per- 
fect Love of God, by the Passionist 
Fathers, Union City, N.J. Pp. 24, 
no price listed 


More Sets of Stations 


ahs PRIEST is probably the most 
companionable magazine 
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Here Father O’Brien sug- 
gests clear and convincing 
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new book becomes an in- 
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tact with inquiring non- 
Catholics. 


20 cents per copy 
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priests could subscribe to. Some- 
how your editing makes us feel 
as if all of us are in the same 
living room together—sometimes 
having verbal spats, other times 
‘handing on some experience or 
some bits of humor—but under- 
neath it all there’s a warm com- 
raderie. 


Would just like to mention that 
I was sorry Fr. Moses Anderson, 
in his article “Seventy Sets of Sta- 
tions,” happened to overlook the 
best of them all (with a tip of the 
hat to St. Alphonse) which is 
Meditations For The Way Of The 
Cross by Reverend John C. Selner, 
S.S. Everytime I read anything of 
Father Selner’s or hear him speak, 
I think he’s an Americanized New- 
man whose words are a lot more 
descriptive than Newman’s while 
he maintains the majesty of New- 
man’s sentence structure. His Way 
Of The Cross, therefore, is quite 
a favorite of mine. 


A big pat on the back to anoth- 
er Sulpician, Father Walter 
Schmitz, S.S., who takes care of 
your question and answer column. 
He’s always to the point, keeps 
up to date, and handles real prob- 
lems. Both men are a real bless- 
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... Moses B. Anderson missed 
the best of all: “Follow Me,” by 
Fr. Hurley. 
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Edward M. Gallagher 
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An Offensive Translation 


| would be very grateful to you 
if you would caution the 
clergy about the Penguin Classic 
The Life of Saint Teresa. trans- 
lated by J. M. Cohen. This book 
is probably in a great many 
Catholic bookstores and in church 
vestibules. The trouble with it 
lies in the introduction written 
by the translator. Not only is it 
injurious to Saint Teresa herself 
but it is also offensive to the 
Church. I would suggest that the 
clergy advertize the  autobio- 
graphy of the great Teresa of 
Avila as it appears in the Image 
series with an imprimatur. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Sebastian Ramge, O.C.D. 
Washington, D.C. 
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St. Expeditus }} 
ITH reference to THE PRIEST, 
April, p. 332: “Identify the 
spurious ‘saints,’” etc., ‘through 
the. misinterpretation of an Italian 
label on a box of relics .. .” 


Isn’t that an old chestnut? Why 
mark “expedite” on a box of rel- 
ics? 

I keep reading of an old cathe- 
dral in Sicily dedicated to St. 
Expeditus. 


Was he really an _ individual 
saint or could the name not per- 
haps refer to a holy expedition, 
being a collective noun, somewhat 
like the Theban Legion, the 40 
Holy Martyrs, etc.? 

Melitus (if I have the name 
right) mentions an Expeditus in a 
list of saints, martyrs, I believe, 
several centuries ago. Also, the 
name was that of a functionary in 
the Roman Army. I believe our 
modern armies have something 
corresponding to it. 

Was he honored as represent- 
ing an entire expedition, a kind 
of ancient Unknown Soldier?—or 
is it an arbitrary label for an 
anonymous but no less real per- 
son, such as Veronica? | 

Writing just offhand like this, | 
I cannot be absolutely sure, but | 
it seems to me that in my classi- | 
cal readings I have run across 
“Expeditus” as a given name | 
among the Romans. 

I am afraid that the London | 
Tablet’s debunking of poor St. | 
Expeditus was just a little too 
“nat,” too facile. : 


Sincerely, 
J. W. D. 
Quebec 
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